Ai quan tam dén t6i néu nhw t6i la mét ngwei dong tinh?

T chirc y té thé gidi woc tinh réng hién co khoang 10 triéu nam tinh duc dong
gi¢i & chau A- day la con sb cao nhat so v&i cac khu vie trén thé gidi.

Nhung theo bao cdo ctia Chuong trinh phdi hop ctia LHQ vé HIV/AIDS thi cac
chwong trinh cham séc y té va cac dich vu ma&i chi téi dwoc 1% s6 nhirng ngudi
nay.

O thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, con s6 woc tinh nam tinh duc déng gioi la khoang 48
ngan nguai, trong doé 5.3% hién song chung voi HIV. O Ha No6i, s6 nam tinh duc
dong gidi la 26,000 ngwdi, va 9.4% trong sO ho la sdng chung véi HIV.

O ca hai thanh phé nay, chi dwoi 10% sé nhirng ngudi nam tinh duc dong gioi
nay la st dung hodc co tiép can voi cac dich vy y te. Ty 1€ thap nhw vay dong
nghia v&i nguy co lay nhiem HIV dang ngay cang gia tang.

Nhwng tai sao diéu nay lai dang xay ra? Liéu do co phai la sw ky thi va phan biét
doi x&r voi nhirng ngwdi nam tinh duc dong gi¢i hay khong? Va lam thé nao
chung ta cé thé thay doi dwoc tinh trang nay?

Chung t6i mong nhan dwoc y kién cua quy vi qua dia chi
opinion.vietnamnews@gmail.com - hoac fax t&i s6 84 (0) 43 933 2311. Quy
vi c6 the gwri thw t&i Ban bién tap, bao Vietnam News, 11 Tran Hwng Dao,
Ha Noi.

Chung t6i mong nhan dworc y kién ctia quy vi mudn nhat la sang Thir nam,
26/2/2009

Who cares if I'm gay?

The World Health Organisation estimates that 10 million men have sex with men
(MSM) in Asia - the highest number for any region in the world.

But the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) reports that
health care programmes and services reaches just 1 per cent of this population.

In HCM City the number practising MSM is estimated at 48,000 with 5,3 per cent
HIV infected. The number in Hag Noai is put at 26,000 and 9,4 per cent infected.

Less than 10 per cent of these men in both cities use or have access to the
health services.

The low number means the danger of HIV/AIDS transmission is much greater.
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But why is it happening? Is it the result of stigma and discrimination against gay
men? And how could we change it?

We welcome your opinions via e-mail to: opinion.viethamnews@gmail.com — or
by fax to 84 (0) 43 933 2311. Letters can be sent to The Editor, Viet Nam News,
11 Tran Hung Dao Street, Ha Noi.

Replies to this week's question must be received by Thursday morning, February
26.
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