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I-POLICIES

None 

II-MACRO-ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Vietnam CPI Likely to Rise 12% in 2011: Trade Ministry

Vietnam’s consumer price index is forecast to rise between 10% and 12% this year, compared to the National Assembly’s full-year target of below 7%, the Tuoi Tre newspaper reported, citing the Ministry of Industry and Trade. 

The ministry made the forecast at a conference yesterday in Hanoi. 

The CPI is likely to remain high this year though the State Bank of Vietnam, the country’s central bank, aims to tighten money supply this year, the ministry said. 

In the first quarter, the CPI surged 6.12%, making the National Assembly’s full-year CPI target of 7% impossible to be reached.

Deteriorating macro imbalances prompted the government to tighten the country’s both monetary and fiscal policies in late February, with a cap for credit growth of 20% and money supply expansion at 15%-16%. (Tuoi Tre - Youth Apr 8 p2)

ADB Lowers Vietnam 2011 GDP Growth Forecast to 6.1%

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has revised its forecast for Vietnam’s economic growth this year down to 6.1% from 7% it projected last Sept, citing the government’s measures to restore the macroeconomic stability as a major reason. 

The measures including tightened fiscal and monetary policies will prompt the local economy to moderate this year and then pick up next year, the ADB said in the Asian Development Outlook 2011 released April 6.

It expects the Southeast Asian country’s economic growth to expand by 6.7% in 2012 as a more stable economic environment will stimulate consumption and investment.

The Manila-based financial institution urged the local government to continue these measures, which was specified in the Resolution No. 11 issued on February 24, since it takes time to bring inflation down. 

Ayumi Konishi, ADB Country Director in Vietnam, said as the base effect of low inflation in Apr-Sept 2010, the on-month rate will continue rising in coming months, regardless of whether the resolution is successfully implemented or not. 

Inflation is forecast to remain high through 2011, peaking at about 16% year on year in the third quarter and averaging 13.3% before easing to 6.8% in 2012, the ADB said in the outlook. 

“Bringing year-on-year inflation down to single digits by end-2011 will require the average month-on-month rate to be below 0.4% for the rest of the year.”

Konishi also urged the Vietnamese government to reduce its administrative measures in controlling inflation, saying that such kind of measures is likely to hurt the growth of a market economy. 

Timely publication of economic and financial data would help build public and investor confidence, he added. 

According to the outlook, Vietnam’s economy grew 6.8% last year, supported by the recovery of the global economy, the residual impact of domestic fiscal stimulus in 2009, and an accommodative monetary policy. 

Strong consumption growth of 9.7% stimulated private sector investment and the increased exports helped scale down the deficit in the country’s overall balance of payments to $7.1 billion in 2010 from $8.3 billion in 2009. (www.adb.org Apr 6)

Vietnam, Czech Trade +22.3% to $338.82M in 2010: Ministry

Trade between Vietnam and the Republic of Czech soared 22.3% from a year earlier to $338.82 million in 2010, including the former’s trade surplus of $208.42 million, up 6.2%.

The Southeast Asian nation exported $273.62 million worth of goods to Czech during the period, up 15.7% on-year and imported $65.19 million, up 60.7%, the Vietnam Trade Office in Czech said.

The country’s export staples were footwear wroth $73.87 million, up 21.1% on-year, seafood worth $30.04 million, down 18% and apparel worth $25.74 million, up 0.2%.

Its main imports were machinery and equipments worth $29.28 million, up 77.5% on-year, mechanic commodities worth $5.54 million, up 95.9% and electric equipments worth $4.03 million, up 6.6%.

The two ways trade stood at $153.8 million in 2009, including the communist nation’s trade surplus of $82 million. (www.ttnn.com.vn Apr 5)

Vietnam-Australia Trade Valued at $4.14B in 2010: Ministry

Trade between Vietnam and Australia stood at $4.14 billion in 2010, including the former’s trade surplus of $1.26 billion, the Ministry of Industry and Trade said on its website April 4.

Vietnam exported $2.74 billion worth of goods to Australia during the period, up 18.8% on-year and imported $1.44 billion, up 37.5%.

The Southeast Asian country’s main imports were wheat worth $358.38 million, up 30.5% on-year; metal worth $369.17 million, up 17.9% and steel and iron worth $62.73 million, up 73%.

While its export staples were crude oil worth $1.83 billion, up 16.1% on-year; seafood worth $150.72 million, up 16.9% on-year and wood products worth $82.93 million, up 22.9%. 

The ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (AANZFTA) effective from early 2010 is expected to further boost trade between Vietnam and Australia in the next years.  (www.vinanet.com.vn Apr 4)

Standard Chartered Cuts Vietnam 2011 GDP Growth Forecast to 6.3%

Standard Chartered Bank (SCB) has decided to lower its forecast on Vietnam’s economic growth target this year to 6.3% from initial 7.2%, given a slow expansion in the first quarter. 

The country’s economic growth in Q1 slowed down to 5.4%, compared to Standard Chartered Bank’s estimate of 7.7% in the fourth quarter of last year, the bank said in its latest report titled “Vietnam- Staying With The Inflation Fight”. 

Standard Chartered attributed seasonal factors to the economic slowdown between January and March. 

Regarding inflation, Standard Chartered said high inflation, with consumer price index in March rising to 13.8% on year or 2.2% on month, is likely to keep local investors nervous about holding the dong. 

With the Q1 trend, Standard Chartered has revised its forecast on Vietnam’s inflation to 16.1% from its initial estimate of 12.9%

Standard Chartered, meanwhile, considered policy rate hikes and narrowed trade deficit “two pieces of good news for Vietnam that help to offset the bad news above.”

The country’s trade deficit remains manageable, totaling $3 billion in Q1, the bank said, adding that this should help to calm local investors’ nerves about the low level of foreign exchange reserves, which is estimated to be around $13 billion, or less than two months of imports. 

The most importance is that the central bank and the government switched their policy priority from growth to inflation control in February, with two hikes in the refinance rate totaling 300 basis points, and more stringent targets on money supply and lending growth, it noted. 

Despite these increased efforts, Standard Chartered still urged the local government not to underestimate the challenges ahead given inflationary pressure from both local and external sources, and the ongoing vulnerability created by low forex reserves. (Thoi Bao Ngan Hang – Banking Times Apr 1 p3)

III-MACRO ECONOMY

U.K. Helps Raise Management Skills for Vietnam SOEs 

The British Council, Rolls-Royce Vietnam, U.K. Trade & Investment (UKTI) has signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to support development of management skills for state-owned enterprises (SOEs) in Vietnam.

The initiative is funded through the Commercial Diplomacy fund which wants to cooperate with the Vietnamese SOEs, including PetroVietnam, Vietnam Airlines, EVN, Vinashin and Vinalines.  

Under the MoU, Liverpool John Moores University (LJMU) is undertaking a training demand analysis from Vietnam SOEs, the Quan doi Nhan dan newspaper reported April 8.

“This is an excellent opportunity to demonstrate a joined up approach, capitalizing on key skills and strengths of each organization and to improve trade relations between the U.K. and Vietnam”, Warren Pain, Head of Trade and Investment, British Embassy, Hanoi said. 

With SOEs continuing to play a leading role in Vietnam’s economic development, this initiative will help strengthen management capacity to enable SOEs to drive the economy forward, he added. 

Besides, the MoU also outlines the partnership’s aims of maximizing impact by sharing knowledge and resources in support of Vietnam’s World Trade Organization (WTO) commitments.

The state-owned groups and corporations earned total revenue of VND1,173 trillion ($58 billion) last year, surpassing 22% of the full year target and 36% higher than the 2009 figure.

Their contribution to the state budget was VND173 trillion, an increase of 31% compared to 2009, and to the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) was approximately 40%.

However, the near-bankrupt Vinashin case showed shortcomings in lose management of Vietnam authorities. (Quan doi Nhan dan–People’s Army Apr 8 p8, ukinvietnam.fco.gov.uk Apr 6) 

Vietnam State Budget Deficit Estimated at VND10.9T by Mid-March 

Vietnam incurred a state budget deficit of estimated VND10.9 trillion in the year to March 15, compared to the National Assembly’s full-year estimate of VND120.6 trillion, the Ministry of Planning and Investment (MPI) said.

The country’s state budget revenues were VND126 trillion in the period while the expenditures mounted to VND136.9 trillion, equal to 21.2% and 18.9% of the full-year estimates, respectively. 

As many as VND85.2 trillion of the revenues were domestic taxes while revenues from crude oil reached VND14.8 trillion. Those from import and export activities were VND24.9 trillion. 

Investments for development projects, meanwhile, accounted for VND32.6 trillion out of the country’s budget expenditures in the period. Payments for foreign loans were VND16.8 trillion, equal to 19.5% of the full-year estimate. 

As part of efforts to curb inflation, stabilize the macro economy, and ensure the social welfares, the Government aims to cut the state budget deficit this year to less than 5% of the country’s gross domestic products. 

The MPI earlier said the Government will, thus, cut public investment by VND50 trillion this year, or 32.9% of the country’s full-year budget. (www.mpi.gov.vn Apr)

Vietnam Central Bank Injects Net VND8.930T via OMO

The State Bank of Vietnam, the country’s central bank, injected a net volume of VND8.930 trillion into local banks through open market operations (OMO) in the week ended April 1, a local financial news website said April 4. 

The ndhmoney.vn website quoted data from Bloomberg as saying that the central bank bought back VND107.929 trillion worth of treasury bills on the market during the period while it sold VND99 trillion. 

Interest rate for seven-day bills surged to 13% per annum on April 1 from previous 12% after the State bank, as part of efforts to rein inflation, raised the refinancing rate and the overnight rate on the inter-bank market by one percentage point to 13% per annum. 

The SBV withdrew a net volume of VND16.487 trillion through OMO last month. 

On April 4, the central bank pumped net VND30 trillion on the market, the highest intraday injection since early this year, with interest rate of 13% per annum.

Despite higher OMO borrowing costs, commercial banks still regard OMO as a suitable channel to help them raise liquidity because interest rate on the interbank market stayed high at between 16% and 20% per annum. 

The central bank currently uses the base interest rate, the re-discount interest rate, the refinancing interest rate, the OMO interest rate and the compulsory reserve ratio as five major tools to regulate the monetary market. 

Recent policy interest rate hikes have proved the State bank’s strong determination to tighten the monetary policy, with the full-year credit growth curbed at below 20%, to control inflation. 

Analysts predicted that liquidity continues to be tense in the coming months, thus interest rates are unlikely to fall, at least until the end of the second quarter. 

Local lenders now find it hard to raise funds, because the deposit rate is capped at 14% per annum and the interbank market has almost frozen, said a trader in a Hanoi-based bank. 

Loans in the interbank market have already shrunk in the past few weeks because of cash withdrawal by major banks and smaller ones’ reluctance to pay higher rates, the Reuters quoted another trader as saying.  

The tight liquidity is also a result of the central bank’s limited cash injection via the OMO, in which the injections now meet just 15%-20% of the demand of lenders.

The country’s consumer price index is expected to remain at a high level, rising between 1.6% and 1.8% on-month in April, the Ministry of Industry and Trade said. (Ndhmoney Apr 4)

Vietnam Interbank Forex Rate Hits Highest Level since Feb 14

The State Bank of Vietnam, the country’s central bank, has today adjusted the interbank foreign exchange rate up VND10 from yesterday to VND20,713, the highest level since February 14.

As the dong is allowed to trade up to 1% on either side of the rate, commercial banks en masse quoted their selling prices of U.S. dollar at the ceiling level of VND20,920. 

The buying price is listed at VND20,900 (Eximbank), VND20,890 (Sacombank), and VND20,915 (BIDV and Vietcombank).

The interbank forex rate increases, or the declines of the dong, were mostly attributed to recent concerns on the country’s widening trade deficit that may prompt downward adjustments to the reference rate. 

The country’s trade deficit rose to $1.15 billion in March from the revised $1.1 billion in February, even after the government devalued the dong by 8.5% Feb 11. The dong’s weakness has stoked import costs, contributing to the fast inflation since Nov 2008. 

Consumer price index – a dimension of inflation in March soared 2.17% on month and 13.89% on year, bringing the first-quarter index to rise by 6.12% compared to the government’s full-year target of 7%. (www.sbv.gov.vn Apr 5)

IV-SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES

Vietnam Govt OKs One-Year Tax Delay to Support SMEs

Vietnam’s Government has approved to extend payments of corporate income tax (CIT) by one more year for all small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), in a move to revamp up local production to fuel economic growth. 

Small firms operating in real estate, finance, banking, insurance and securities as well as importers of luxury goods are not eligible for the tax extension, the government said on its website, citing the Decision No. 21/2011 signed April 6. 

Under the terms of the extension, temporary tax payments for the first quarter, normally due at the end of this month, will be payable in April 2012, while taxes for Q4 of 2011 will not be due until March 2013.

Do Hoang Anh Tuan, deputy minister of finance, earlier estimated that the tax extension would make the state budget revenues to reduce by VND7 trillion.

The Ministry of Finance has also proposed to extend VND10 trillion ($465 million) worth tax breaks for up to 300,000 businesses, granted in 2009 to help companies recover from the global financial crisis. 

Local firms are being seriously hit by soaring production costs, derived from high interest rates and strong dong depreciation, and power shortage. Lack of funds has prompted many of them to narrow operations, or even to fall into bankruptcy. 

Vietnam classifies firms operating with registered capital of below VND10 billion as the small ones and below VND100 billion as the medium ones. 

The country has more than 300,000 SMEs with total registered capital of nearly VND10 billion, accounting for 98% of all Vietnamese companies and contributing more than 40% to the country’s GDP and more than 50% of the country’s labor force. 

Vietnam’s economy grew slowly at 5.43% in the first quarter of this year, compared to an expansion of 5.84% in the same period and 7.34% in the fourth quarter of last year. The consumer price index at end-March soared 6.12% from end-2010. (chinhphu.vn Apr 7)

Banks’ Policy to Restrict Lending Keep SMES Away

Banks have announced that they will restrict the lending to non-production sectors. However, the policy has narrowed the banks’ door to small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and they have to borrow money under the mode of consumer credit.

Commercial banks have admitted that a lot of SMEs have to borrow money under the mode of consumer loans in order to make short term payments or maintain their production and business.

Luu Hai Van, the Business Director of a garment company, said that now is a transitional  season, while consumers tend to spend less because of their fear for high inflation, the company’s sales have been going down, and capital has been “buried” in the inventory products. Some partners have agreed to allow the company to delay payment, but the company has to pay workers on schedule. Sometimes, the company has to move heaven and earth to arrange money to pay to workers.

Van said that as banks have set very strict requirements on the businesses that want to borrow money to fund production, her company has to borrow money in the form of consumer loans, though consumer loans have much higher lending interest rates than production loans by 3-4 percent per annum.

General Director of Eximbank Truong Van Phuoc said that consumer loans account for 18 percent of the total outstanding loans of the bank, equal to 1200 billion dong. Phuoc thinks that the number of enterprises which have to borrow money in the form of consumer loans is not high because of the small volume of capital reserved for consumer loans.

Meanwhile, the director of a finance company in Me Linh district in Hanoi, said that its main clients, who come to borrow money, are enterprises. The enterprises mostly ask for consumer loans, from hundreds of millions of dong to several billions of dong, to make short term payments.

“We have to mobilize capital at high interest rates, therefore, we have to lend at high interest rates, even though this will bring risks to the both sides,” he said. “However, the enterprises cannot access bank loans, and they need capital to maintain production”.

The director went on to say that the demand for loans is still very big, but the company has slowed down disbursement as requested by the central bank.

In fact, it is not easy for SMEs to access loans from banks, even though enterprises accept to borrow under the mode of consumer loans and pay higher interest rates. Many banks have set stricter requirements on borrowers.  For example, the Asia Commercial Bank (ACB), for example, has decided that it will only provide consumer loans (with no mortgaged assets required) to regular state employees, or workers of big enterprises, who have a net monthly income (the income deducts the expenses) of six million dong and higher. Each of those clients can borrow 300 million dong at maximum, which is equal to eight months of income.

“It is now more difficult to get consumer loans,” a credit officer of the Ba Dinh Branch of the Bank for Development and Investment BIDV said. His bank now only provides consumer loans to those people who can show car or house contracts.

Since the banks’ doors are narrower for SMEs, they have been trying to seek capital from finance companies, where conditions to borrow capital prove to be more open. However, when SMEs seek capital from finance companies, they well understand that they will have to pay interest rates 2-3 percent higher than that offered by banks. Prudential Finance Company, is offering consumer loans with no mortgaged assets required at the interest rate of approximately 23 percent (the lending limit is between 60 million and 190 million dong). If borrowers pay debts before the debts mature, they will bear the fine of 2-4 percent. As such, the financial burden on borrowers.

An officer of a finance company has revealed that hundreds of applications for borrowing money have been put on the table of the boss. The clients include many enterprises which borrow money to make short term payment.

Meanwhile, Huynh Buu Quang, a senior executive of the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation HSBC, has warned that the restrictions in providing consumer loans will badly affect production, because products will be unsellable. Meanwhile, a part of consumer loans has been going to SMEs, therefore, the restrictions will directly influence enterprises, because they do not have capital to maintain production. (english.vietnamnet.vn Apr 6) 

U.S. Official Encourages Vietnam SMEs to Join APEC Forum 

Vietnam companies, especially small and medium enterprises (SMEs) should join Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in Big Sky on May 13-21, said Francisco Sanchez, U.S. Department of Commerce’s Under Secretary for International Trade. 

Under a theme of “Levering Partnerships with APEC Small Businesses to Foster Innovation and Create an Entrepreneurial Society,” the forum will stage a series of meetings that fully incorporate small business owners from across APEC member markets into the discussions and delegations to the meetings, Sanchez said. 

The APEC SME Ministerial discussions will focus on the following four sub-themes, such as resolving Impediments to Increase SME Exports’ and embracing Business Ethics to Enhance SMEs’ Competitiveness. 

Over the years, APEC has grown to become one of the world’s most important regional groupings. It is made up of 21 member economies and accounts for 2.7 billion people and represents approximately 54% of the world Gross Domestic Product and 44% of world trade

Sanchez will lead a trade and education business delegation from the most powerful country to visit Vietnam from April 5-8 to seek more cooperation opportunities and partners. (www6.vnmedia.vn Apr 1, www.cbp.gov) 

V-FOOD SECURITY

Vietnam Aims to Export 2M Tons of Rice in Q2: VFA

Vietnam, the world’s second largest rice exporter, is likely to export two million tons of rice in the second quarter of this year, rising by 150,000 tons from the first quarter, state media reported, citing the Vietnam Food Association (VFA). 

VFA Chairman Truong Thanh Phong said local enterprises had already signed contracts to ship abroad 1.6 million tons of rice, with delivery scheduled for between April and June.

In order to meet the second-quarter target, local rice exporters would have to find new contracts for shipment of just 400,000 tons only, Phong said. 

He added that despite the good start to the year, exporters should continue to proactively look for new customers in preparation for the third quarter and the summer-autumn crop.

“If demand is low in the third quarter, the VFA will buy one million tons of rice to stockpile during that period, in order to steady the price and support farmers,” Phong said. 

The Government had also instructed the association to stockpile one million tons to coincide with the winter-spring crop in the first quarter. Of the sum, exporters have bought 800,000 tons of rice.

The VFA chairman said the Philippines, Vietnam’s largest rice importer, would reduce the amount of rice it imports from Vietnam by around 200,000 tons this year. The country usually imports roughly 1.5 million - 1.8 million tons of Vietnamese rice.

The association was also concerned that exports to the Middle East, Africa and the United Arab Emirates, which accounts for more than 30% of total exports, would suffer due to political uncertainty in the region.

However, the association expected demand from other markets including Indonesia and Bangladesh would offset those losses. In the first quarter, the country signed export contracts worth a total of more than one million tons with Indonesia, the Philippines, Bangladesh and Cuba.

Phong said that thanks to rising demand, the rice price in the domestic market was currently high at VND7,600-7,800 per kilo, up VND500-600 over last week, though the country was in the harvesting season.

In the first quarter, Vietnam exported more than 1.8 million tons of rice worth $884 million, up 42% in volume and 46% in value compared with the same period last year. (Thoi Bao Kinh Te Saigon – Saigon Times Apr 5)

Vietnam Exports 1.849M Tons of Rice in Q1: Food Association

Vietnam, the world’s second largest rice exporter, earned $884 million from shipping 1.849 million tons of rice abroad in the first quarter of this year, the Thoi bao Kinh te Saigon newspaper reported, citing the Vietnam Food Association (VFA).

Of the figures, 751,591 tons worth $347.4 million were exported last month, the association said. 

Up to 71.94% of March’s export volume was shipped to the Asian market, and 62.22% of which, or 467,650 tons, was 15% and 20%-broken rice. African was the second biggest buyer of Vietnamese rice with a share of 19%. 

The Southeast Asian country has set itself an initial export target of 5.5 million-6.1 million tons this year compared to last year’s record shipment of 6.83 million tons.

Farmers in the Mekong delta, Vietnam’s largest rice bowl, had harvested over 6.37 million tons of paddy on 965,000 ha from the 2010-2011 winter-spring crop with an average yield being 6.6 tons per hectare.

Mekong Delta farmers expect to harvest a total of 10 million tons of paddy from this winter-spring crop.

At present, the country has nearly 4.1 million hectares under rice cultivation. The rice farming area is estimated to drop by 5,700 ha by 2020 and 19,000 ha by 2030 due to climate change impacts. (Thoi Bao Kinh Te Saigon – Saigon Times Apr 4)

Vinafood 2 Pledges Sufficient Rice Supply to Stabilize Prices 

The Vietnam Southern Food Corporation (Vinafood 2) has confirmed that it would ensure sufficient supply of rice in Ho Chi Minh City to keep its price stable. 

Truong Thanh Phong, general director of Vinafood 2, said the company would build one more warehouse to add to the one in Binh Chanh district which has a capacity of between 4,000 tons and 5,000 tons.

It also has a warehouse each in the Mekong Delta provinces of Long An and Tien Giang that will supply rice to the city in an emergency.

The HCM City Food Company (Foodcosa), a member of Vinafood 2, said the company would buy rice from the winter-spring crop to ensure adequate supply and keep prices stable during the rest of the year.

Huynh Cong Thanh, director of Foodcosa, said this year the company would join the City's price-stabilization program by supplying 2,500 tons of normal rice and 500 tons of fragrant rice. He proposed that rice sold under the program should be 10% lower than the market price.

Phong urged authorities to allow Vinafood 2 to open selling points, especially in districts 7, 9, 12, Thu Duc, Cu Chi, Hoc Mon, Binh Chanh, and Can Gio.

Foodcosa hoped City authorities would allow and create favorable conditions for it to build more warehouses in Cu Chi and Can Gio.

The People’s Committee said outlets selling rice under the program should be quickly opened in industrial parks and export processing zones where a large number of workers live.

Nguyen Thi Hong, vice chairwoman of the People's Committee, called on companies that had joined the program to work together closely to distribute products. The City was encouraging them to expand their networks, especially in remote areas like Can Gio, she said.

Moreover, they should supply rice directly to kitchens contracted to companies there, she added. (Vietnam News Apr 5)

VI-EDUCATION

U.S. Eyes Closer Education Ties with Vietnam: Francisco Sanchez

The Obama administration is interested in boosting cooperation with Vietnam, especially in education, U.S. Under-Secretary of Commerce for International Trade Francisco Sanchez said at a press briefing in Hanoi April 7.

This is the first time that the U.S. Department of Commerce has led a mission with representatives from 56 universities, colleges and English-language institutes to other countries and Vietnam is its second stop, he added.

“The tour would open up more cooperation between both countries’ educational institutions and more and more Vietnamese people will study in the U.S.,” he believed. 

Sanchez’s visit, which coincides with the 15th anniversary of establishment of the U.S. Trade Office in Vietnam, shows the importance of bilateral relations, he noted.

The U.S. Trade Office would coordinate with the International Institute on Education (IIE) to organize education fairs in Ho Chi Minh City on April 6 and in Hanoi on April 8.

With a population of 86 million, a steadily increasing per capita income, and the high value the Vietnamese place on education, Vietnam offers significant opportunities to U.S. providers of education services.

Vietnam now ranks ninth among countries sending students to the U.S. with nearly 13,000 students, Sanchez said, hoping that the number will double in the next five years. (Ha Noi Moi – New Hanoi Apr 8 p8)

EVN, MOET to Sponsor Personnel for Study of Nuclear Technology

Vietnam Electricity (EVN) plans to sponsor students with a monthly stipend of $200 per month to study nuclear technology in Russia.

This is part of a commitment between EVN and the Ministry of Education (MOET). Both sides signed a cooperation agreement for training personnel in the field of nuclear technology on April 6 in Hanoi.

Under the agreement, MOET and its associate agencies will annually select 30 capable staff members and students to study for the master training in atomic energy in the Moscow Engineering Physics Institute (MEPhI).

EVN will pay a monthly stipend of $200 monthly to each student who will sign a contract to work for EVN after graduation. This course will provide future jobs at every level in the field of nuclear energy. It will also be valid in other countries across the globe. (www.saigon-gpdaily.com.vn Apr 7) 

Universities Urged To Improve English Courses

Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Thien Nhan yesterday called for concerted effort to expand the advanced undergraduate training programs offered by several universities over the last five years.

The advanced training program offers high-achieving students the opportunity to learn their subjects in English, with syllabi developed in co-operation with foreign universities.

Students of the program have better chances to study abroad, get jobs and also enroll directly for post-graduate courses without the stipulated two-year employment record required for other courses.

The Deputy PM asked the Ministry of Education and Training and relevant authorities to find solutions for issues involving scholarships, research, loans, student exchange with foreign universities, and visiting professorships.

At a review meeting with the management board, lecturers and students of the HCM City University of Science, Nhan lauded efforts made by the university over the last four years to improve its advanced training program.

The result was it had become one of five best universities in implementing the program, he said.

After attending lessons held for freshmen and second year students and talking with them later, the Deputy PM said he was impressed with their confidence and their English skills. He praised the students for proposing innovative solutions and their desire to further develop the program.

More scholarships and research opportunities as well as student exchange arrangements with foreign universities were necessary to increase the effectiveness of advanced training programs and benefit it to more students, Nhan said.

The option of low interest loans to help poor students with a good academic track record pay the relatively higher fees should be made available, the Deputy PM said.

Noting that the program's graduates were highly evaluated by employers and more than 80 per cent achieved good results, the HCM City University of Science should now offer the advanced training program in software technology, he said.

The university currently offers the program only in computer science.

Nhan also suggested that the university share its experiences with other universities that have not been able to do with the program.

He said this would not only ensure stable development of the program, it would also improve the quality of tertiary education in general.

If universities with the advanced training program have good achievements and enough resources including funds, the education ministry would create conditions for them to continue the advanced training program the post-graduate level, he said.

Since 2006, 35 advanced training programs have been offered by 23 universities in the fields of technology, economics, health science, natural sciences, agriculture and environmental science. (Vietnam News Apr 6) 

After-school Care Eases Burdens on Busy Parents

While children generally finish school between 4.30 and 5pm, their parents often do not leave their offices until half an hour or so later. This has led to the flourishing of after-school care for kids in HCM City, a service common in the West.

While most of the services offered are professional and the children are looked after with knowledge and care, a few others are run by amateurs, where standards can be much lower. A few of these are run by people of goodwill who do not even charge parents.

But the mainstream providers, by and large, are providing an invaluable service. Parents can either collect their children as soon as they finish work, or they can leave them until much later.

If they decide to leave them later, the children are helped complete their homework and are given a nutritious snack. Meanwhile, the parents can go home, take their time to prepare a family dinner, and either collect their child or have it brought home by taxi at say 8pm.

This leaves the rest of the evening for playtime!

"Our daughter leaves school at 5pm every day, but both my husband and I have to leave the office late, so we cannot pick her up," says Phan Thi Thong Nhat who lives in Tan Binh District.

Several months ago, after hearing there was a centre which took care of children after school, she decided to use the service.

Workers from the Happy Back Home centre are present at the school at exactly 5pm every day to pick up children by taxi. They take them to the centre, where they can relax, have a bath, drink milk and eat a light meal until they have the main one at home.

At 6pm, children begin studying with teachers who show them how to do homework exercises and other work. The teaching sessions at Happy Back Home finish at 8pm.

"I have only one thing to do: to collect my child at 8pm. She doesn't have to study at home any more, because she finishes her work at the centre. Therefore, we have more time to talk with her during dinner, something we could not do in the past," Nhat says.

The total amount Nhat pays for the service is VND1,6 million ($80) a month, which, according to her, is well worth it. In the past, tutoring lessons after school alone cost her VND1,5 million ($75) a month.

But, not all after-school child-care services are so professional. Phan Minh Anh, who lives in Go Vap District, spends VND600,000 ($30) a month for a similar service.

"The service provider is a retired state employee and loves children," Anh says.

But Anh is a little bit worried about the service, because the child-care centre is a small room crammed with students. The light meals are basic and the service providers are not trained teachers. However, Anh says she does not have any other choice.

Dong Thi Minh, a parent from Phu Nhuan District, says she relies on the service provided by a kindergarten teacher. However, one day she left the office early and went to the kindergarten to pick up her child. When she got there, she saw a motorbike carrying five children aged from three to five.

"I saw my child sitting behind the motorbike driver, with no seat belt. It was terrible," she said.

Another worry about amateur services is that power sockets are usually within the reach of children. And teachers often do not spend much time taking care of children, because they are doing their own housework.

The most ideal solution for keeping children after school hours is that schools provide extra services.

Dang Thi Nguyet Anh, a teacher at the Ben Thanh Kindergarten, says with the service she can have a little more income, nearly VND1 million ($50) a month, but she has to stay at the school until 6.30pm and asks her parents to pick up her own children.

Meanwhile, Huynh Thanh Hang, a teacher at the Mam Xanh Kindergarten which does not provide the service, says most of teachers at her school do not want to work overtime. "We do not have enough health for the work, and we need time for resting to recover," she says. (en.vietnamplus.vn Apr 4) 

Vietnam Province Helps Build Training School in Cambodia

Authorities of Vietnam’s central highlands province of Gia Lai have donated $350,000 to build a vocational training school in Preah Vihear, Cambodia. 

Located in Phum Thorm Cheat in Chorm Ksan district, the Gia Lai-Preah Vihear School covers an area of 540 square meters. It includes a two-story building, six theory rooms, three practice rooms, labs and an internet room.

The facility will provide short-term and medium-term skill training in repairing small machinery, radios, tape-recorders, TV sets and wood processing items for souvenirs as well as provide practical training in vegetable growing and fish breeding.

As many as 150 students have already enrolled in its first course.

Approximately 100 Cambodian students travel to Vietnam to study tertiary and postgraduate levels each year and in the 2009-2010 academic year, Vietnam received 116 Cambodian students. (www.saigon-gpdaily.com.vn Apr 4)

U.S. Universities Seek Opportunities in Vietnam 

Representatives from 60 U.S. universities, four-year colleges, community colleges and English-language programs have started a trip to two of the fastest growing markets in Asia - Vietnam and Indonesia - from April 2-9.

The trip, led by U.S. Department of Commerce's Under Secretary for International Trade Francisco Sanchez, aims to attract more Vietnamese and Indonesian students to the U.S., as well as open the door for sharing faculty and research.

The mission is part of an Obama administration goal to double U.S. exports in five years. “Higher education ranks among the top 10 U.S. exports,” Sanchez said. “I see no more valuable export than education.”, the undersecretary added.

“Vietnam and Indonesia were chosen because these countries show the best growth for sending students to the U.S. to study,” Sanchez added.

During their stay in Vietnam, the mission is expected to hold market briefings, education partnering workshops, and educational fairs where expected attendance should be between 1,200-2,000 people, among other activities in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi.

With a population of 86 million, a steadily increasing per capita income, and the high value the Vietnamese place on education, Vietnam offers significant opportunities to U.S. providers of education services.

Vietnam now ranks ninth among countries sending students to the U.S. with nearly 13,000 students. (en.vietnamplus.vn Apr 2)

VII-ENVIRONMENT

Radioactive Cloud Likely to Approach Vietnam North Province April 8 

A radioactive cloud in Southeast Asia is forecast to keep going south to Mong Cai town in Vietnam’s northern province of Quang Ninh today [April 8], the Ministry of Science and Technology said.

The cloud, which was coming near China’s Hainan Island yesterday, is likely to shrink on entering the atmosphere of northern Vietnam.

If weather conditions in the next few days remain unchanged from now, nuclear radiation levels of the cloud will be likely to rise by 10 times. But they are still much lower than danger levels, posing no danger to human health, the ministry attributed.

The levels of radioactive isotopes I-131, Cs-134 and Cs-137 in Vietnam have remained much lower than permissible levels of exposure to nuclear radiation, thus, they will cause no impact on the human health and environment, the Vietnam Atomic Energy Institute (VAEI) emphasized

Vietnam has so far reported no radiation in seawater, a report from the VAEI’s Institute of Nuclear Science and Technique showed. (tuoitrenews.vn April 8, Tien Phong – Pioneer April 8, vnexpress.net April 8)

Radioactive Cloud Likely to Arrive in Vietnam April 7

Radioactive cloud from the quake-damaged Fukushima reactor explosions in Japan is predicted to arrive in Vietnam today [April 7], said the Ministry of Science and Technology. 

By the end of the day, a cloud with high radioactive level is forecast to approach Hainan island of China, which is stand at the latitude almost the same as the northern central region of Vietnam.

Some radioactive isotopes of Cs-131, Cs-134, and Cs-137 have been found in the country’s air, but the minuscule levels do not pose a threat to the environment and human health, the ministry added.

They are thought to have been resulted from the quake-hit Fukushima I nuclear power plant in Japan that claimed leave 11,000 dead and 17,000 other missing, causing a total loss of around $300 billion.

Radiation observation stations in Southeast Asia are likely to continue recording minute levels of radioactivity in the coming days, it added. (Vietnamplus.vn April 7, Tien Phong – Pioneer April 7)

Taiwan Firm Fined VND312M for Untreated Wastewater Discharge

Taiwan-based Tung Kuang Industrial Joint Stock Company (TKU) in Vietnam’s northern province of Hai Duong April 6 was fined VND312 million ($14,900) for dumping untreated wastewater into Gie River.

The fine included VND170 million for not operating or improper operation wastewater treatment system, VND140 million for discharging wastewater with excessive contents of toxic chemicals and VND2.1 million for not paying wastewater discharge fees.

Local authorities also requested the firm to strictly carry out regulations of environmental protection as well as continue measures to surmount consequences of its wrongdoings.

Tung Kuang was ever fined VND1.3 billion ($68,400) for causing environment pollution in 2009, experts said, noting that its wastewater is much more toxic than even Vedan’s.

Vietnamese authorities so far have detected six Taiwanese firms discharging untreated wastewater into the environment, including Vedan Vietnam in the southern province of Dong Nai, Tungkuang Industrial JSC Hai Duong, Jorn Technology Co., Ltd and Fotai Enterprise Corporation Ltd in the southern province of Binh Duong. 

Under the current regulations, environmental violators will incur a maximum fine of VND500 million ($25,600) or even face criminal proceedings depending on the level of their infringement. (Nhan Dan – The People April 7 p8, Tin Tuc – News April 7 p13)

HCM City Fines 13 Environment Polluters $30,200

Authorities of Vietnam’s southern economic hub of Ho Chi Minh City have decided to impose a total fine of VND630 million ($30,200) on 13 enterprises for seriously polluting the environment.

The production facilities, which operate in waste plastic, dying, apparel in Binh Chanh district, were accused of discharging substandard wastewater and exhausted fumes, posing a great threat to the environment.

Among those, one had to face a VND103-million punishment for dumping wastewater and exhausted fumes exceeding tens times higher than the permitted level.

Binh Chanh is one of outlying districts report the most severe pollution at canals citywide, experts said, adding that heavily polluted canals include Ong Do, Ong Com, A and B canals.

Worse still, many local enterprises along the canals are still discharging wastewater despite of local authorities’ warnings, they noted.

HCM City targets to collect and treat all solid waste and medical and toxic waste and also have wastewater treatment systems in all industrial parks, export processing zones, and small industrial and handicrafts clusters, by end-2015. (thesaigontimes.vn April 6, Nong Nghiep Viet Nam – Vietnam Agriculture April 7 p2)

Dong Nai Province Moves People to Save Elephants

Authorities of southern Dong Nai Province's Vinh Cuu District this week began moving 1,334 households with more than 6,200 people from areas near the Vinh Cuu Nature Reserve. The move aims to protect Vinh Cuu and to prevent further fights between wild elephants and local residents. Vinh Cuu links directly with the Cat Tien National Park and provides habitats for many kinds of wild animals, including elephants and tigers. (Vietnam News April 6)

Vietnam, France Boost Ties in Geographic Information

Vietnamese and French experts involving geographic information April 5 joined a conference on challenges and prospect for the field’s development in the Southeast Asian country, state media reported late April 5.

The event is aimed to facilitate French enterprises to inquire into prospect for development of geographic information system (GIS) in Vietnam, especially in the fields of housing, transport, agriculture, environmental management, risk prevention, crisis governance and topography.

The application of geographic information is expected to support Vietnam in economic development, sustainable growth and prevention of environmental risks and natural disasters.

The GIS has been applied in agriculture-forestry planning, forest management, archives of geology, topographic and land survey and urban management in recent times, Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Environment Nguyen Manh Hien said.

Hien also emphasized the seminar’s importance, describing it as a promising start between the French Trade Mission UBIFRANCE of the French Embassy in Vietnam and Vietnam’s agencies and organizations in promoting bilateral cooperation in the topographic surveying field.

French Ambassador Jean-Francois Girault said that the presence of French firms in GIS at the conference is a signal for France’s desire to closely coordinate with Vietnam in ensuring sustainable development and self-reliance of the country.

The event would be a good chance to develop sustainable partnerships, creating long-term cooperation on earth observation and topography between the two nations, he hoped. (vietnamplus.vn April 5)

Hanoi Plans $40.55M for Flood Control System Upgrade

Vietnam’s capital city of Hanoi will spend VND847.5 billion ($40.55 million) on repairing and upgrading all of its reservoirs before May 31 in a move to prevent floods during the upcoming season, said deputy director of the municipal Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Ha Duc Trung.

The department will collaborate with district People's Committees and water resources enterprises to evaluate operational processes at all reservoirs and work out plans to cope with flooding.

“Sluice gates will be checked and repaired to prevent flooding, and new concrete laid over reservoir roofs,” he attributed, adding that the reservoirs will also be repaired to prevent leaks.

Local authorities will impose fines ranging from VND2 million to VND30 million on individuals or organizations caught using the reservoirs for their personal purposes as they could cause damage to the system, Trung added.

Hanoi now has 96 reservoirs regulating water for agricultural production. Eleven of the largest reservoirs range in capacity from 2-62 million cubic meters, including the Suoi Hai in Ba Vi district, Quan Son in My Duc district and Dong Suong in Chuong My district. (Vietnam News April 6 p3, vovnews.vn April 4)

Most Waste Recycling Firms in HCM City Use Outdated Technology

Vietnam’s southern economic hub of Ho Chi Minh City now has around 800 waste recycling businesses, but most of which are small and use backward technology, seriously polluting the environment, said the municipal Waste Recycling Fund (Refu). 

Le Van Khoa, director of Refu, made the statement at a recent press briefing on the city’s Fourth Recycling Day in 2011, saying that almost all the local waste recyclers do not meet the standards, excluding ones in Binh Chanh and Cu Chi districts.          

“The technology for waste recycling here has not been upgraded over the past four years,” Khoa attributed, adding that these firm found hard to improve their technology because they were receiving scant incentives, especially those involving capital, tax and land, for revamping their production.

Khoa said the heavy tax on plastic bag production, at up to VND50,000 per kg, will be applied when the law on environmental protection tax takes effect early 2012. However, the city has just four producers of self-decomposing bags to replace nylon bags.

These four enterprises are having difficulty in finding outlets for their recycled products, he said, noting that there are no national standards for bio-bags. 

The local authorities are planning to develop a 100-ha waste recycling complex in Cu Chi district, but the project’s site clearance has not yet completed. 

HCM City is estimated to discharge around 30 tons of plastic bags a day, Khoa added. (english.thesaigontimes.vn April 5)

Six Elephants Killed in Vietnam Central Province in Seven Years: Report

At least six wild elephants have been killed over the past seven years in Vietnam’s central province of Quang Nam, state media reported, citing local authorities. 

The elephants were found dead mostly in three mountainous districts of Bac Tra My, Tien Phuoc and Nong Son, local authorities said April 4.

In 2003, a big elephant was killed for tusks in Cao Son village of Bac Tra My. 

Two others were found dead without tusks in June, 2004. Bullet traces were discovered on their skulls.

In late 2005, an elephant which was strayed from his herd and got lost in Bac Tra My over failing to adapt with the environmental conditions. It was later driven away by locals and found dead at the edge of the forest.

Recently, two rotten bodies of elephants were found at Na Lau area in Nong Son district.

Earlier in 1999, two dead wild elephants were discovered at the area between Bac Tra My and Tien Phuoc.

So far, about 20 wild elephants are left in Quang Nam, said the province’s Forest Management Agency. (Tuoi Tre – Youth April 4)

Vietnam Environment Pollution Becomes Worse despite Gov’t Plan

Environment pollution is slipping out of control as the number of polluting producers has been springing up like mushrooms in recent years in spite of the government’s efforts, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment said in its latest report.

The MoNRE made the statement at an online meeting chaired by Deputy Prime Minister Hoang Trung Hai April 2, saying that some 3,800 new polluters have been named in the past eight years, while the plan to get rid of 440 polluters initially set out has yet to be completed.

In 2003, the government issued a decision to root out 439 polluting enterprises across the country, but only 338 facilities have forced to tackle their pollution-causing manufacturing activity, the ministry said.

Deputy PM Hai urged all polluters to be addressed obligatorily from now up to 2020, and take drastic measures against environment pollution.

The MoNRE added that the number of enterprises causing serious pollution nationwide has amounted up to 3,856, posting a sharp increase of the initial blacklist of 439 firms.

Bui Cach Tuyen, MoNRE's Deputy Minister, attributed that it will submit to the government a national strategic program to deal with pollution by end-2011, including a plan to force newly-listed enterprises to address pollution within another eight years, from early 2012 to 2020.

Many manufacturers have been very reluctant to solve pollution issue or apply new production technologies for a cleaner environment, while many provincial authorities also failed to impose stricter fines on the polluters, Tuyen added.

In facts, up to 70% of total over 200 industrial parks in Vietnam have not yet built wastewater and solid waste treatment systems while 279 craft villages discharged untreated wastewater into the environment, posing high risk to the environment and human health, experts noted.

Under the current regulations, environmental violators will incur a maximum fine of VND500 million ($25,600) or even face criminal proceedings depending on the level of their infringement. (english.thesaigontimes.vn April 4)

More Radioactive Isotope Found in Vietnam 

Radioactive isotope cesium-134 has been detected in the atmosphere in Vietnam but the minuscule levels will not harm the human health, said the Ministry of Science and Technology. 

It is present at a level of thousands of times less than the permitted level, the Hanoi-based Institute of Nuclear Science and Technology attributed.

Earlier, two other radioactive isotopes of Cs-131 and Cs-137 were also found in some localities, including Hanoi, the northern province of Lang Son and the central highlands province of Lam Dong, also at extremely low levels, posing no health risk.

They are thought to have been resulted from the quake-hit Fukushima I nuclear power plant in Japan that claimed lives of 11,000 people and left 17,000 missing, causing a total loss of around $300 billion.

The radioactive cloud from the plant was dispersed over the Earth’s atmosphere and has traveled once around the planet, the institute elaborated.                              

Radiation observation stations in Southeast Asia are likely to continue recording minute levels of radioactivity in the coming days, it added. (www.tuoitrenews.vn April 5)

Vietnam Firm Starts JICA-funded Water Supply Project in Central 

Thua Thien-Hue Water Supply State Owned Co., Ltd has kick-started a VND66.5-billion project on clean water supply using the loan from the Japanese government, in Vietnam’s central province of Thua Thien-Hue, the Nhan Dan newspaper reported April 4.

Of the sum, VND28.9 billion comes from the Japan’s International Cooperation Agency (JICA), VND23 billion from the Vietnam Development Bank and VND4.5 billion from the provincial budget.

The project is aimed to build Loc Tri and Loc An water supply plants with a total capacity of 10,000 cu.m per day, benefiting local residents in Phu Loc township and five neighboring communes once completed next year.

The facility is expected to help 62,911 local households access fresh water by 2020.

Vietnam targets to help 90% of its population to enjoy tap water by 2020 and 100% by 2025. (Nhan Dan – The People April 04 p2)

Vietnam Province Oks EUR2M Germany-funded Forest Biodiversity Preservation 

Authorities of Vietnam’s central province of Thua Thien-Hue have approved a EUR2-million project to preserve forest biodiversity funded by the German Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety. 

The project will be carried out in Saola Reserve in Bach Ma National Park and a green corridor in Nam Dong and A Luoi districts in the 2011- 2014 period.

It will focus on re-afforestation, forest restoration and afforestation as well as limiting illegal timber exploitation and tightening control over wood trading in border areas.

Vietnam is home to 10.3 million hectares of natural forests, accounting for about 31% of forest areas across the country. However, only 0.57 million hectares of primeval forest is still in existence. 

With 58 natural reserves and eight UNESCO-recognized biosphere reserves, Vietnam is home to about 700 species of endangered flora and fauna, of which 300 are facing extinction in the world. (Nong Nghiep Viet Nam – Vietnam Agriculture April 04 p2)

Vietnam Hanoi Warned of Waste Dumping Site Lacks by 2012

Vietnam’s capital city of Hanoi will run out of room for garbage by 2012, the municipal Department of Natural Resources and Environment warned.

The department's Deputy Director Pham Van Khanh made the warning at a recent seminar on environmental education and information in Hanoi, saying that the rate of waste discharge is growing at a pace of 15% per annum.

Total amount of solid household waste discharged in the city is estimated at 5,000 tones per day. Of which, 750 tons come from industrial solid waste, including 60% treated, the Khanh said.

Most of the rubbish is dumped or recycled at three rubbish dumps in outlying districts of Soc Son and Chuong My and of Son Tay town, or at waste treatment plants in the town and Tu Liem district.

“Land resources are limited, so dumps are just a temporary measure, and most of the dumps are going to be full soon,” Khanh noted.

Local residents still have a habit of using plastic bags for discharging wastes, making it difficult to treat and recycle, he said, adding that families are estimated to throw away about 200 tons of nylon bags a day.

Meanwhile, up to 85%-90% of operating dumps had failed to meet sanitation standards, posing great threat to the environment and human health.

To solve the problem, local authorities have invested in upgrading and expanding dumps and waste treatment plants, seeking to raise their capacity and use more modern technology to protect the environment, he added.

A modern new waste treatment facility worth $140 million, which was kick-started in September 2010 in Soc Son District, is slated for completion later this year with a daily capacity of 2,000 tones of wastes. (Vietnam News April 04, vietnamplus.vn Mar 31)

Legendary Turtle in Hanoi Lake Netted for Medical Treatment 

Legendary turtle in Hoan Kiem Lake in Vietnam’s capital city of Hanoi, thought to be one of the most endangered species of turtles worldwide, was successfully captured for medical treatment on April 3. 

Veterinarians carefully herded the turtle onto the island in the lake, where the animal was caught in a net enclosure before receiving treatment for several wounds thought to have caused by illegal fishing in the lake as well as attacks from harmful red-eared turtles have appeared in the lake in recent years. 

The old legendary turtle, which escaped a previous effort to be captured last month, is also suffering from pollution in the lake and it received the medical treatment in a special filtered water tank on the island.

Deputy Head of the city’s Agriculture and Rural Development Department, veterinarian Nguyen Huy Dang said veterinarians and turtle experts would provide medical checkups for the turtle further during the next several days. The turtle would be under constant supervision of vets.

They plan to prolong the turtle's longevity by carrying out biopsies and ADN examinations before further medical treatment is considered as well as clean up the lake to welcome back the gold turtle after completed treatment. 

The old turtle is considered holy because of a 15th-century legend that King Le Loi drove out invading Chinese with a magical sword which the gods gave him and he later returned by giving the sword to the lake's turtle.

Turtles are a cultural icon in Vietnam, especially the one in Hoan Kiem Lake which is believed to be hundreds of years old. (Vietnam News April 04)

Dead 3-Ton Whale Found in Central Vietnam 

A dead huge whale washed ashore was found at a beach in Bai Xep resort based in the central Phu Yen province at 2:00pm April 3, local source said.

The creature, whose body had been decomposed, is roughly 8 meters in length and weighs around 3 tons, according to Vo Van Nam, head of My Quang Bac hamlet.

Curiosity-seekers had flocked to the beach to see the fish.

The whale will be taken to a shrine in My Quang Nam hamlet where locals often worship dead whales. (tuoitrenews.vn April 4)

New Toad Species Found in Central Highlands Vietnam 

A group of American, Australian and Vietnamese scientists have found a new species of toads in Bi Doup- Nui Ba National Park in the Central Highlands Province of Lam Dong.

The toads, a new species of Leptobrachium leucops, or Eastern Spadefoot Toads, are nocturnal, 4.5 cm long and have partly white pupils, ridges on their skin and several stripes on their four limbs.

This species is found between 1500-1900 m above sea-level on the Lang Bian Plateau in Lam Dong and Khanh Hoa provinces.

Two weeks ago, the same team also discovered a new species of Rhacophorus vampyrus or Vampire Tree Frogs in the same national park after several field studies from 2008 to 2010. (tuoitrenews.vn April 3)

VIII-WATER AND SANITATION

Vietnam Biggest City Needs $4B for Water Supply, Drainage Projects by 2025

Vietnam’s southern economic hub of Ho Chi Minh City is estimated to need $4 billion for tens of urban clean water supply and drainage projects by 2025, Deputy General Director of Sai Gon Water Supply Co (Sawaco) Vo Quang Chau said.

Chau made the statement at a meeting on Vietnamese-Danish Water Days 2011, held in the city on Mar 31, saying that of the sum, $700 million will be spent from now up to 2015.

With the huge investment, the southern metropolis will have to call for investment in both foreign and domestic resources apart from the state budget and the World Bank’s loans, Chau attributed.

The projects will include expanding Thu Duc water supply plant, building and upgrading clean water systems as well as finding new water resources, he added.

He also warned about impacts of climate change and dangers of salt water intrusion in many places, adding that Dong Nai river system, the city’s main water supply resource, is facing sever pollution.

The metropolis is expected to provide 2.4 million cu.m of water for local residents per day and build 1,393 km of clean water pipelines by the next five years. (vnexpress.net April 1, Dau Tu – Investment April 4 p15)

Vietnam, Netherlands Discuss Water Management in Mekong Delta Region 

Officials and experts from the governments of Vietnam and Netherlands have gathered at a recent conference in Ho Chi Minh City, to discuss water management for the Mekong delta region amid climate change. 

The seminar with the participation of Dutch Crown Prince Willem-Alexander, heard about a zoning plan for 13 Mekong delta provinces and cities, focusing on plans to regulate floods to restrict impacts of climate change and rising sea levels, as well as prevent drought and salt intrusion.

Water flows to the lower part of the river have reduced sharply due to impacts from the upper reaches of the river and climate change. Delegates also talked about measures to preserve water sources and to ensure fresh water for the Mekong delta region.

An urban planning scheme for the region with the application of geographic information systems (GIS) was also discussed.

Participants then made an assessment of the implementation of Mekong delta planning and worked out a plan for 2011. 

The Mekong Delta is forecast to be hardest hit by climate change in Vietnam. If sea levels rise by one meter, between 19% and 38% of the area, which produces 50% of Vietnam’s rice output, will be submerged, Minister of Natural Resources and Environment Pham Khoi Nguyen said. (vietnamplus.vn April 01)

3.4% of Vietnam Food Poisoning Cases in 2010 Related to Veggies 

3.4% of total 175 food poisoning cases across Vietnam last year were related to vegetables and vegetarian products, report by the Department of Food Safety and Hygiene showed.

The country reported 51 deaths out of over 5,660 people affected by such cases in 2010, the report added.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development said that 41 out of 664 food samples originated from vegetarian products contained excessive levels of pesticide residues.

To cope with matter, the department has built up a program to control pesticide residues in vegetables at production areas and wholesale markets in Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City and some localities.

In fact, more and more toxic chemicals have been found in food samples in recent times, raising the public concerns over food safety and hygiene, experts noted.

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimated that the Southeast Asian country loses VND340 billion ($17.44 million) from food poisonings per year. (Phap Luat TP.HCM – HCM City Law April 04 p9)

IX-HEALTH

Vietnam Joins Global Efforts to Prevent Antibiotics Resistance

The Vietnamese Ministry of Health is advocating the use of antibiotics on prescription and strictly managing the sale of antibiotics at pharmacies in efforts to curb the rampant use of these medicines, an official said.

Health Minister Nguyen Quoc Trieu made the statement at a meeting in response to the World Health Day held in Hanoi on April 7, under the theme “Antimicrobial resistance: no action today, no cure tomorrow”, aiming to improve the public awareness of the concerning issue.

The country’s health sector will set up a national network to monitor multiple antibiotic resistant bacteria and closely monitor anti-infection activities at hospitals, Trieu attributed.

The sector will also conduct more studies on anti-bio resistant virus strains and educational campaigns on the danger and measures to prevent drug resistant viruses on the media, he added.

Antimicrobial resistance or drug resistance, is caused by improper use of medicines, wrong prescriptions and poor infection control, he said, urging policy-makers, healthcare experts and medical workers, as well as patients work together to combat the spread of antibiotics resistance. 

“To prevent the threat of antimicrobial resistance, nations should increase their supervision capability and microorganism tests, ensure constant access to necessary medicine and regulate and promote logical use of medicine in animal breeding and for human,” the acting chief representative of the World Health Organization (WHO) in Vietnam, Graham Harrison said.

According to WHO, 58 nations reported the existence of multidrug resistant Tuberculosis (MDR-TB) in 2010. It is estimated that an additional 440,000 people have MDR-TB worldwide and almost a third of them die each year.

Vietnam, which now ranks 12th among the 22 countries worldwide with the highest number of TB patients, has an estimated 5,900 MDR-TB patients, including 1,800 fatal cases per year.

WHO and other international organizations have also pledged to help improve all fields of healthcare system in Vietnam, Harrison added. (vovnews.vn April 7, vietnamplus.vn April 7)

Vietnam, USAID Join Hands to Combat Pandemics

The Vietnamese Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) signed an agreement to cope with infectious pandemics in humans and animals, in Hanoi on April 7.

The deal will serve as a foundation for the MARD to participate in the Emerging Pandemic Threats (EPT) program funded the USAID, MARD Deputy Minister Diep Kinh Tan said.

The U.S. Deputy Chief of Mission in Vietnam, Virginia E. Palmer said the program is aimed to improve capacity of Vietnam and other regional nations in early identifying and respond to dangerous pathogens in animals before they can pose great threats to the human health.

The EPT program, to be implemented in the 2011-2015 period, will focus on areas where threats are most likely to emerge such as the Congo Basin of East and Central Africa, the Mekong region of Southeast Asia, the Amazon region of South America and the Gangetic Plain of South Africa.

The USAID has provided around $63 million in aid for Vietnam’s avian influenza prevention since 2005, Tan said, adding that the U.S. cooperation with Vietnamese partners has helped mitigate risks of a number of pandemics.

Nearly 75% of all new, merging or re-emerging diseases affecting humans at the beginning of the 21st century have originated from animals. (Vietnamplus.vn April 7, Ha Noi Moi – New Hanoi April 8)

68% of A/H1N1 Flu Patients in Vietnam Aged below 20: Expert

More than 68% of A/H1N1 flu infection cases in Vietnam are under 20 years old, Nguyen Thi Minh Phuong from the Ho Chi Minh City Pasteur Institute said.

The information was released at a conference on respiratory transmitted diseases and A/H1N1, held in HCM city on April 7.

The number of swine flu patients has tended to rise in provinces and cities nationwide in recent times, she said, warning more cases with respiratory transmitted diseases have been also recorded, such as chicken-pox, measles and rubella.

Experts recommended that swine flu patients should not willingly use medicines for treatment, especially Tamiflu medicine.

Vietnam have confirmed 347 people tested positive to the A/H1N1 virus in over 34 localities, including Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Bac Giang, Long An, Tay Ninh, Dong Nai, Lang Son and Khanh Hoa, since early this year, including 10 deaths. (Phap Luat TP.HCM – HCM City Law April 8 p9, Quan Doi Nhan Dan – People’s Army April 8 p4)

Vietnam Province Oks VND2.3T Water Supply, Environment Plan by 2020

Authorities of Vietnam’s central province of Quang Nam have approved a VND2.3 trillion ($110.1 million) plan on clean water supply and environmental sanitation in rural areas from now up to 2020.

The sum is expected to come from the state and provincial budget, soft loans and local resident’s contributions, state media reported April 8.

Under the plan, 100% of local residents will enjoy tap water with a minimum volume of 120 liters/person/day and household waste at all communes will be collected by 2020.

The province also targets to help all households, schools and communal clinics in rural areas get access to standard toilets and bring hygienic breeding facilities to all of those engaged in husbandry.

The provincial authorities are also working out measures to prevent exhaust, pollution and protect quality of surface and underground water resources. (Cong An Nhan Dan – People’s Police April 8, Lao Dong –Labor April 8 p3)

Illicit Chinese Eggs, Seasoning Powder Seized in North Vietnam 

Market regulators in Vietnam’s northern province of Lao Cai which is on the border with China April 6 caught a local woman smuggling in 9,800 eggs and 250 kg of seasoning powder from China.

Nguyen Quang Hieu, head of the Market Management Team 7A said the woman, Phan Thi Dinh, did not have invoices for the batch of illegal goods.

The seasoning powder was packed in 20 sacks and the eggs were hidden in 13 cartons containing various vegetables and fruits, Hieu added. 

The trafficker had traveled to Hekou town in China’s Yunnan Province to buy the goods and had brought them back by bus, a local resident said, elaborating that she had planned to sell them in the neighboring province of Lai Chau.

The illicit goods are pending for investigation. 

Early this year, the General Department of Standardization, Measurement and Quality warned about one kind of colorful Chinese glasses in the domestic market containing harmful substances to the children’s health.

In fact, Chinese goods are being flooded in the domestic market, especially low-quality food, triggering local people’s concerns over food safety. (tuoitrenews.vn April 7)

Vietnam Central Province Oks VND456B to Upgrade Medical Stations 

Authorities of Vietnam’s central province of Quang Nam have approved a VND456-billion project to build and upgrade medical stations from now up to 2015, the Thanh Nien newspaper reported April 6.

The project is aimed to cope with degraded facilities as well as strengthen manpower resources for medical network in a bid to better healthcare services for local residents

Up to 405 newborns aged under six out of total 72,547 children examined and treated at 18 medical units in Quang Nam, died in 2010, statistic of the provincial health department showed. 

The government has planned to allocate VND10.2 trillion ($488 million) from the state budget for health projects this year. (Thanh Nien – Young People April 6 p2)

Medicine Prices in Vietnam Soar on Higher Input Costs

Prices of both domestically-made and imported medicines in Vietnam have strongly increased over the past few weeks, especially in two big cities of Hanoi and HCM City.

Producers and importers have blamed the price hikes for Vietnamese dong depreciation and rising input costs.

The Hanoi Department of Health said that it has received reports about price increases of more than 20 pharmaceutical firms, adding that prices of 240 of out of 4,000 kinds of medicines at a number of local private pharmacies have increased by between 3%-30%, with the highest rise in the domestic medicines.

The price increases are mostly found among analgesic and cardiovascular medicines, including Zinnat tablets 500mg are priced at VND28,000 ($1.33) per tablet up from the previous price of VND25,000, Augmentin at VND20,000, up from VND18,000 per tablet.

Medicines in Ho Chi Minh City have also been in the same boat. A representative of Zuellig Pharma said that the prices of five medicines imported from the German firm Bayer rose by 11%-22% on March 21.

Tien Tien Co Ltd, the exclusive distributor of Plusssz in Vietnam, have raised their prices of six kinds of drugs by 13% while a company at the District 10 Pharmaceutical Centre on To Hien Thanh Street, said the prices of 90% of domestic and foreign medicines have increased by 5%-7% in recent times. 

Authorities of Ho Chi Minh City will spend over VND60 billion on a program to stabilize drug prices by 2012, in a move to curb the price hikes. (www2.dtinews.vn April 5)

Rotavirus-related Death Rate Remains High in Vietnam 

The rotavirus-related fatality rate among Vietnamese children remains high, with nearly 6,050 fatal cases per year, Tran Ngoc Huu, Head of the Ho Chi Minh City Pasteur Institute, said.

The information was released at a recent conference on the issue, held in HCM City with the participation of the U.K.-based GlaxoSmithKline Pharmaceutical Company.

As many as 125,000 children annually are taken to hospitals due to rotavirus affection in the country, Huu said, adding that Rotavirus is the main cause for serious acute diarrhea among kids, especially those in developing countries. 

One in two children patients admitted to hospitals for acute diarrhea, is infected with this virus, he noted.

Despite of the high rate of rotavirus infection, people can get vaccinated for the disease prevention, he added. 

Vietnam ranks the third among Asian nations in the number of children catching the disease with the rate of 54%, experts said, adding that South Korea takes the lead with 73%; followed by Myanmar with 56%. (Doanh Nhan Sai Gon – Saigon Businessmen Mar 29 p40, Nguoi Lao Dong online- Laborer)

Vietnam Hanoi to Build 4 Large-scale Hospitals This Year

Authorities of Vietnam’s capital city of Hanoi plan to build four big hospitals with 1,000 sickbeds each and two incinerators in outlying districts this year, in a bid to ease burden to local hospitals which are all overloaded.

Of them, a 12-ha general hospital with an estimated investment of VND3 trillion ($143.74 million) will be kick-started in Me Linh district’s Dai Thinh commune in Sept and is expected to become operational in June 2013.

Three other facilities will be built in Dan Phuong, Phu Xuyen and Gia Lam districts. Two incinerators will also be constructed in Phuc Tho and Dong Anh districts within this year.

Hanoi is facing a severe overload and environmental pollution with 16 health facilities in four inner districts of Hoan Kiem, Dong Da, Hai Ba Trung and Ba Dinh.

To deal with the problem, the government asked Hanoi authorities to move health centers out of the inner city to reduce traffic jams and social issues as part of efforts to improve living conditions of locals. (Ha Noi Moi – New Hanoi April 6 p2)

Vietnam Hanoi to Spend $1.44M to Stockpile Medicines 

Health authorities of Vietnam’s capital city of Hanoi will spend VND30 billion ($1.44 million) to store drugs in effort to stabilize prices in urgent cases, an official said.

Nguyen Van Yen, deputy head of the municipal health department said it will set up inspection groups to supervise the pharmaceutical market, focusing on price enumeration and quality of the item. 

Local pharmaceutical firm are submitting their files on registering of medicine price re-enumeration to the department. 

Ho Chi Minh City, meanwhile, has decided to pour over VND60 billion into a program to stabilize drug prices by end-March 2012, in a move to cope with price increases resulting from rising input costs and soaring prices of some essential goods.

To curb the price hikes, the government is also working on a circular to lower price hikes, under which it will halt granting registration codes to drug makers who do not register prices properly or sell products at the prices higher than the registered ones. (Dat Viet – National Land April 6 p6)

150 Int’l Biz to Join Analytica Vietnam 2011 Tomorrow 

About 150 foreign and domestic enterprises will participate in an international trade fair for laboratory technology, biotechnology and diagnostics (Analytica Vietnam 2011) in the southern economic hub of Ho Chi Minh City from April 7-9.

The event, the second of its kind in Vietnam, will showcase the latest innovations in biotechnology, diagnostics and life sciences, which is expected to be used in many fields, such as health, biotechnology, industry, petrochemical, food production and environment.

Many leading manufacturers in the industry from 17 countries worldwide, including Germany, France, Japan, Spain, the U.S. and U.K., apart from the domestic firms, will display their products and knowhow at the event.

The participants will present the latest advances in various fields will be part of the fair organized by the National Agency for Science and Technology Information (NASATI), the Germany-based Messe Munchen International and its subsidiary International Fair and Exhibition Service (IMAG). 

In 2009, the first Analytica Vietnam attracted 74 companies displaying products from 11 countries in the world. (Vietnam News April 6 p16, dangcongsan.vn April 4)

Vietnam HCM City to Spend $2.87M to Stabilize Medicine Prices by 2012

Authorities of Vietnam’s southern economic hub of Ho Chi Minh City will spend over VND60 billion ($2.87 million) on a program to stabilize drug prices from April 1 to March 31, 2012, Deputy Director of the municipal health department Pham Khanh Phong Lan said. 

The move is part of efforts to cope with soaring drug prices which were blamed to rising input costs as well as price hikes of some essential goods like petroleum and power, Lan attributed.

The city will also provide logo to help the locals identify places for selling medicines under its price stabilization program, under which the prices will be published and popularized widely, she added.

Domestically-made products for treating common and chronic diseases like pain-killers, diarrhea, cardiovascular problems, antibiotics, and eye-drop, will be listed in the program.

The drugs, which will be distributed via hospital pharmacies, enterprise pharmacies and private ones, will be priced at 10% lower than the same kinds, she attributed.

Four enterprises have been selected to join the price stabilization program, including Domesco Medical Import Export JSC, Glomed Pharmaceutical Company, Euvipharm Pharmaceutical JSC, she said, adding that the department will prioritize drugstores with the Good Pharmacy Practices (GPP) standards.

To curb the price hike, the government is also working on a circular to lower price hikes, under which it will halt granting registration codes to drug makers who do not register prices properly or sell products at the prices higher than the registered ones. 

Vietnam is estimated to have spent $353 million on importing pharmaceuticals in the first quarter of this year, up 32.6% from a year earlier, said the government’s General Statistics Office (GSO). (Dai Bieu Nhan Dan – People’s Deputies April 1, Lao Dong – Labor April 5)

10% of Vietnam Population Get Pre-diabetes: Report

Around 10% of Vietnam’s 87-million population are suffering from developing diabetes or pre-diabetes, the Central Endocrine Hospital said in its latest report.

Unhealthy lifestyle, lack of physical activities and improper nutritional regime are blamed to the rising rate of diabetic patients in the country, Nguyen Thi Xuyen, deputy health minister said.

Experts said that most of people with pre-diabetes are unaware of its danger and even don’t know their illness until its complications appear, urging to raise the public awareness of the disease.

Diabetes usually results in serious complications like blindness and kidney failures, Xuyen said, adding that people aged between 40-50 belong to the high risk groups.

Diabetes cannot be cured yet, but 80% of type 2 diabetes patients can change the course of the disease with a healthy diet and regular exercise, experts recommended.

Vietnam is listed among the world’s top ten countries with the highest rate of diabetic patients with more than 32,000 Vietnamese people were likely to die of diabetes’ complications last year.

Diabetes ranks the fourth among diseases causing the highest fatality rate in the Southeast Asian country. (Ha Noi Moi – New Hanoi April 5 p5)

Vietnam Reports 347 A/H1N1 Flu Infection Cases So Far This Year

Vietnam’s health authorities have confirmed 347 people tested positive to the A/H1N1 virus since early this year, including 10 deaths, the Kinh Te Do Thi newspaper reported April 4.

The fatal cases in seven localities were said to have already caught chronic diseases like diabetes, hypertension, kidney failure, lung problems.

The A/H1N1 flu virus has attacked over 34 provinces and cities in Vietnam, including Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Bac Giang, Long An, Tay Ninh, Dong Nai, Lang Son and Khanh Hoa, during the period. 

The country has also confirmed no new A/H5N1 flu patients in the first three months of 2011, while recorded an additional 699 HIV/AIDS sufferers in Mar. (Kinh Te & Do Thi – Urban & Economy April 4 p3, Suc Khoe & Doi Song – Health & Life April 2)

X-INTERNATIONAL AID AND NGOs

U.K. Helps Raise Management Skills for Vietnam SOEs 

The British Council, Rolls-Royce Vietnam, U.K. Trade & Investment (UKTI) has signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to support development of management skills for state-owned enterprises (SOEs) in Vietnam.

The initiative is funded through the Commercial Diplomacy fund which wants to cooperate with the Vietnamese SOEs, including PetroVietnam, Vietnam Airlines, EVN, Vinashin and Vinalines.  

Under the MoU, Liverpool John Moores University (LJMU) is undertaking a training demand analysis from Vietnam SOEs, the Quan doi Nhan dan newspaper reported Friday.

“This is an excellent opportunity to demonstrate a joined up approach, capitalizing on key skills and strengths of each organization and to improve trade relations between the U.K. and Vietnam”, Warren Pain, Head of Trade and Investment, British Embassy, Hanoi said. 

With SOEs continuing to play a leading role in Vietnam’s economic development, this initiative will help strengthen management capacity to enable SOEs to drive the economy forward, he added. 

Besides, the MoU also outlines the partnership’s aims of maximizing impact by sharing knowledge and resources in support of Vietnam’s World Trade Organization (WTO) commitments.

The state-owned groups and corporations earned total revenue of VND1,173 trillion ($58 billion) last year, surpassing 22% of the full year target and 36% higher than the 2009 figure.

Their contribution to the state budget was VND173 trillion, an increase of 31% compared to 2009, and to the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) was approximately 40%.

However, the near-bankrupt Vinashin case showed shortcomings in lose management of Vietnam authorities. (Quan doi Nhan dan – People’s Army Apr 8 p8, ukinvietnam.fco.gov.uk Apr 6)

China Bank, BNP to Lend $275M to Vietnam Power Plant

BNP Paribas of France and Bank of China yesterday signed an agreement to lend a combined $275 million to Vietnam National Coal-Mineral Industries Group (Vinacomin) to develop the 440-MW Mao Khe coal-fired power plant.

The plant with total investment of $577 million is under construction on a 72-hectare area in Dong Trieu district of the northern coal hub province of Quang Ninh.

China’s Kaidi Electric Power Co., Ltd is the engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) contractor of the plant. 

Vinacomin plans to use dust coal sourced from Mao Khe, Trang Bach, Khe Chuoi and Hong Thai mines to feed the plant.

Once fully operational in late 2012, the plant is expected to generate 2.6 billion kWh of electricity a year. (Tin tuc - News Apr 8 p6, Quan doi nhan dan – People’s Army Apr 8 p4, Ha Noi Moi – New Hanoi Apr 8 p7)

Vietnam Seeks WB Loan for $1.3B Expressway in Central Region

Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung has agreed to send a delegation to seek funding from the World Bank (WB) for Danang-Quang Ngai expressway project which is estimated to cost VND28 trillion ($1.3 billion).

The delegation, headed by Director General of the SBV’s International Cooperation Department Thinh Thi Hong, will comprise the officials from the government office, the presidential office, ministries of Planning and Investment, Finance, Foreign Affairs, Justice, the Vietnam Expressway Investment and Development Corp and the State Bank of Vietnam (SBV).

Construction of the 139-kilometer highway is expected to start by the end of the year and become operational by 2016. 

Earlier, Vietnam Expressway Development and Investment Company (VEC) said that it arranged loans, implemented procurement advise and called for land clearance to prepare for construction. It will develop the expressway under build-operate-own terms.

The Danang-Quang Ngai expressway is a key infrastructure facility for development of Quang Nam, Quang Ngai and Danang. (news.gov.vn Apr 7)

Singapore Group to Build $875M Resort in Central Vietnam 

Singaporean well-known hospitality group Banyan Tree Holdings Limited will build a high-end beach resort worth $875 million in Vietnam’s central province of Thua Thien-Hue.

Covering an area of 280 hectares in Cu Du hamlet, Loc Vinh commune, the Laguna Hue resort will include a conference hall, deluxe hotels, villas and a golf course, The Dau Tu newspaper reported Apr 6, citing the local authorities.

The first phase of the project is slated for completion in 2012. 

Listed on the Singapore stock exchange, Banyan Tree Holdings Limited is the leading developer and operator of five-star resorts, hotels and spas throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

The company’s flagship resort is the Laguna Phuket complex in Thailand, which they operate through their subsidiary, Laguna Resorts and Hotels PLC.

Banyan Tree Holdings said it have raised $214 million through their private equity fund, the Banyan Tree China Hospitality Fund, stating their intention to develop hospitality projects in China and Vietnam under the Angsana and Banyan Tree brands. (Dau Tu – Investment Apr 6 p2)

Vietnam PM Approves Aviation Agreement with EU

Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung has recently ratified the aviation agreement between Vietnam and the European Union (EU), the Government said on its website April 6

The Ministry of Transport has been authorized to set up plans on the enforcement of the agreement signed between the two sides in Brussels, Belgium on October 4, 2010.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is in charge of finalizing diplomatic procedures and publishing the agreement.

The Vietnamese air carrier law came into effect in 2007 and allowed individuals to set up their own airlines if they have legal capital of VND200 billion ($9.57 million) for one to 10 airplanes to fly domestically and VND500 billion ($23.93 million) for international flights. 

The Vietnamese government has encouraged foreign airlines to enter the Vietnamese market, with around 46 foreign air carriers now working in the country, instead of 18 in 2002. 

Around 37.6 million passengers will transit via airports in Vietnam in 2011 with 690,000 tons of cargo, up 19.2% and 17.5% on year, respectively, the Civil Aviation Administration of Vietnam (CAAV) forecast. (www.news.gov.vn Apr 6)

Denmark Seeks to Export High-Quality Pigs to Vietnam

A delegation of 22 Danish pig-breeding specialists arrived Vietnam on March 27 and April 2 to set up cooperation with local pig raisers and seek opportunities to export high-quality pigs to the Southeast Asian country. 

The delegation, led by DanBred pig breeding association that comprises of Denmark’s pig producers and researchers, visited some of pig farms in Vietnam, mainly in Hanoi and HCM City.

Nicolaj H. Norgaard, CEO of the Pig Research Center under the Danish Agriculture and Food Council, a member of the delegation, said pig productivity in Denmark is high while Vietnam has a fast-emerging husbandry sector, so enterprises from the two countries can promote cooperation in this sector.

“We have herd productivity level of closely 30 pigs per sow per year in Denmark. Something is to do with genetics, something is to do with management and know-how to run a pig farm. So I think I see opportunities to sell high quality breeding pigs to Vietnamese farmers, and to train managers of the farms who will come to Denmark to learn how to take care of Danbred pigs,” he said.

DanBred International, an export unit of the association, set up a representative office in Vietnam in 2001 to provide breeding pigs from Denmark to Vietnam. 

However, Dao Dang Trinh, director of Environment Professional Services, representing DanBred International in Vietnam, said Vietnamese farmers have only known more about the DanBred pigs since two years ago, with several hundreds of DanBred pigs sold in Vietnam annually.

Denmark is producing about 25 million pigs per annum and exported $5 billion worth of pork to many countries in 2009.

The number of pig producers in Denmark has reduced from nearly 80,000 in 1975 to nearly 4,700 in 2009, but the output is maintained owing to high quality breeding pigs and good management. (Saigon Giai phong – Saigon Liberation Apr 4)

Vietnam, S.Korea Firms to Form $12M JV for LED Light Production

South Korea’s leading LED light producer Fawoo Technology and Vietnam’s Kim Dinh International Group JSC (KIDI) have signed an agreement to set up a joint venture firm with a capital of $12 million to produce LED lights in Vietnam.

Fawoo Kidi Co. Ltd, with a 65% stake held by KIDI and 35% by Fawoo, will produce and distribute LED lights to be used in public and civil lighting systems in Vietnam, the local firm said on its website.

The JV yesterday received a license from Saigon Hi-tech Park (SHTP), among the two leading hi-tech parks in Vietnam, to establish a manufacturing base in Ho Chi Minh City.

The construction will be kicked off in the third quarter of this year.

Under the long-term plan, Fawoo Kidi will also focus on R&D activities to further improve the product quality, reduce prices, and promote the use of LED lights in Vietnam’s key industries agriculture, fishery, oil and gas.

Youngho Yoo, executive director of Fawoo Technology, said that the setup of a joint venture firm in Vietnam is part of its strategy to penetrate into Southeast Asia markets, especially Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. With Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), LED lights will be a solution for environmentally-friendly industries in developing countries, he noted.

Under the Vietnamese government’s renewable energy development program, the country will prioritize to attract new energy projects into hi-tech parks, SHTP said.

On the occasion Fawoo-Kidi also signed a contract with SHTP’s management board to grant VND1.3 billion to R&D, training programs in biotechnology field in the park.

SHTP attracted four new projects with pledged capital of $77.6 million in the first quarter this year, including HPT’s ICT project, Amvibiotech’s biotechnology project, R&D center of Vietnam Oil & Gas Institute, and a new energy project of FK Tech. (www.kidivina.com.vn Apr 5, Thoi bao Kinh te Sai Gon – Saigon Times Daily Apr 5, Dau Tu – Investment Apr 6 p1)

Vietnam Red Cross Grants $1M for Japan Quake Victims

The Vietnam Red Cross (VRC) announced April 1 that donations of $1 million raised by Vietnamese people had been handed over to Japanese earthquake and tsunami victims on March 11.

The first donation of $400,000 was made on March 23 and the remaining $600,000 was transferred on April 1, which would be provided via the Japan Red Cross, state media reported April 4.

As of 1 April, 834 organizations and individuals across Vietnam had contributed VND34 billion ($1.6 million) to the Japan Earthquake Relief Fund, VRC said, adding that the remaining donations would be handed over to the Japan Red Cross in mid-April after the completed fund-raising campaign. 

The Japanese Embassy in Vietnam has also received over VND14 billion from 600 individuals and units to assist the victims. 

The death toll in Japan disasters is estimated at 11,000 and missing at 17,000, with a total loss of around $300 billion. (Vietnam News April 4)

Latest Foreign Assistance Briefs

- The Austrian Company, Rosenbauer International, handed over firefighting equipment to the Ministry of Public Security at a ceremony held in Hanoi on April 6. At the event, Deputy Minister of Public Security Lieut. Gen Pham Minh Chinh said the equipment provided previously by the Austrian government and relevant agencies have been used efficiently in fighting major fires across the country. He expressed his hope that the Austrian government and relevant agencies would continue assisting the Vietnamese firefighting force in further enhancing its capacity. (Vietnamplus.vn April 6)

- Vietnam’s central province of Quang Nam will implement a $107,000 pig breeding project funded by the International Development Enterprises (IDE), the Nong nghiep Viet Nam newspaper reported April 5. The project aims to improve the value chain of pig breeding of farmers in Thang Binh district. It targets to help 6,000 local households to improve pig offspring quality, supply animal feed, upgrade the breeding facilities and improve veterinary for animals. The three-year project expects to help farmers raise pigs to supply disease-free meat for local market. IDE is a social enterprise dedicated to ending poverty in the developing world not through handouts, but by helping farm families access the tools and knowledge they need to increase their income. (Nong nghiep Viet Nam – Vietnam Agriculture Apr 5 p6)

- A delegation of the European Commission to Vietnam will announce the granting of Erasmus Mundus scholarships in Hanoi on April 7. The aim is to promote exchanges between universities. Since 2004, 482 Erasmus Mundus scholarships have been given to Vietnamese students. Each receiver can make a choice to study in one of the two European universities, which are involved in the Erasmus Mundus programme. (vovnews.vn April 5)

- Scholarships worth over $29,000 were handed over to 650 handicapped and other disadvantaged children in seven HCM City districts and two districts in Long An Province last week. The scholarships were granted by Taiwan-based Fusheng Viet Nam Ltd company, in cooperation with the HCM City Association for the Support of Handicapped children and Orphans. The annual scholarship programe was founded by the company's chairman, Hou Teng Lee. Over the last five years, the air-compressor and industrial air-condition manufacturer has made charity donations of over $300,000 to help needy people in Vietnam. (Vietnam News April 4)

- Vietnam Outreach on April 4 presented VND153 million to 51 children whose relatives were killed in a recent landslide in Nam Thanh commune, Yen Thanh district, central province of Nghe An. With funding provided by the Australian organization, the provincial Fund for Children on April 4 conducted operations for 150 children suffering from deltoid muscle fibrosis and handed over 100 wheelchairs for disabled kids in the province. Since 2009, through the National Fund for Vietnamese Children, Vietnam Outreach has financed operations for 300 children with deltoid muscle fibrosis and 60 others with harelip and cleft palate, and given wheelchairs to 370 disabled children in Nghe An. Currently, more than 30,000 children in the central province are living in extremely difficult conditions, of whom nearly 13,000 are disabled and hundreds are in need of wheelchairs. (Vietnamplus.vn April 4)

XI-ETHNIC MINORITIES

Ethnology Museum Helps To Preserve Cultural Heritage

The Vietnam Museum of Ethnology was established in Hanoi in 1987 to preserve the cultural heritage of the nation's 54 ethnic groups. The facility is both a research centre and a public museum with a mission to collect, document, preserve and exhibit the cultural heritage of these different groups.

Cultural classic: Foreign tourists visit the Vietnam Museum of Ethnology, which celebrates the culture of the nation's 54 ethnic groups.

The museum has both indoor and outdoor exhibitions. The indoor exhibitions are housed in a two-storey building with architecture inspired by an ancient bronze drum. It includes exhibition space, a research centre, a library, a laboratory and an auditorium, as well as storage facilities

A granite bridge leads from the main gate to the exhibition areas. The first floor is decorated with dark tiles arranged in an S-shape that symbolizes the shape of the Vietnamese coastline.

The museum collection includes thousands of artefacts, photographs, and audio and video documentation of Vietnamese ethnic groups. Dioramas highlight certain customs or cultural features of specific groups. Objects are labelled in English and French for international visitors, who are able to learn about the displays without a guide.

The objects displayed in the museum reflect the everyday lives of the people, and the museum's consistent point-of-view is that the displays are simple, allowing visitors to admire the beauty and finesse of these ordinary and simple items, including knives, baskets, garments, mats and musical instruments. Photographs and video installations are further used to illustrate the items in the context of people's lives.

The museum has 54 collections dedicated to each individual ethnic group. The artefacts are further classified functionally into collections of clothing, jewelry, agricultural and fishing implements, household utensils, and musical instruments, and weaponry. There are also collections of artefacts related to various religious beliefs and ceremonies, and the museum has published a number of books and catalogues to reflect these different interests.

People come to the museum not only to learn about the cultural diversity and traditional values of each of the country's unique ethnic groups, but also to relax and be entertained. With fun activities and regular performances of water puppetry or ca tru (ceremonial singing), the museum is a great place for children.

Ngo Hoai Nam from Ha Noi says he often brings his kids to the museum on weekends and holidays.

"It is not just a museum to store old things," Nam said. "When we come here, my children can learn about traditional culture, make traditional toys, and play folk games like clay banger, tug-of-war and leapfrog which are not easy to find in other places."

Visitors may bring a picnic lunch and enjoy the grass by a small stream, or eat at the museum restaurant before relaxing outdoors. The outdoor exhibition area focuses on the different types of traditional houses around the country, including an E De long house, Tay and Dao stilt-houses, a wooden Hmong house, and a traditional tile-roofed Vietnamese house, as well as a Gia Rai tomb. A Ba Na communal house and Cham and Ha Nhi houses are the latest additions.

Beside the houses are trees indigenous to the area of each house, all linked by zigzagging paths and a meandering stream crossed by small bridges.

A tourist from the US city of Boston, who doesn't show his name, visits the museum with a two-year-old child and says, "The historic houses are incredibly varied and interesting, although climbing up and down those teeny ladders is not for the faint of heart or poor of balance."

After catching a water puppetry performance on a Sunday afternoon, he said, "I would rate this an absolute must-see for families with young children. Highly recommended"

The Museum of Ethnology is located at Nguyen Van Huyen Street, Cau Giay District, about 8km from Hanoi's centre. It opens everyday except Mondays from 8.30am to 17.30pm.

In the future, the museum will expand its mission to the cultures and civilizations of other neighboring countries Southeast Asia, all to be displayed in a new building built in the shape of a kite.

Construction of the "Kite" building of Southeast Asian cultures began since 2007, according to Vo Quang Trong, the museum's director.

On its three floors, there will be space for permanent and temporary exhibitions, object conservation and restoration, educational activities, conferences, and multimedia to introduce Southeast Asian cultures, he says.

"The new museum aims to help the visitors understand the link between Vietnam and the Southeast Asia in a regional culture of unity and diversity," Trong says, "it also shows the responsibility of Vietnam, an ASEAN member, in disseminating and preserving regional identity."

Every year the museum receives hundreds of thousands of visitors. (english.vietnamnet.vn Apr 8) 

Khmer Ethnic Minority Receive Traditional Tet Care

On April 6 the steering committee for the west of southern Vietnam met with nearly 1,000 Khmer cadres, soldiers, student and Overseas Vietnamese to congratulate them on their traditional Tet, Chol Chnam Thmay.

During the meeting, Standing Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Sinh Hung sent best regards and wishes to the Khmer people, praising them for achievements in economic production which help to renew the Khmer ethnic minority lives.

The Standing Deputy Prime Minister noted that as Khmer ethnic minority people still face a lot of difficulties, ministries and authorities should continue to help them improve their lives and assist poor families welcome their traditional Tet.

He affirmed that in the near future the Party and State would continue to complete new policies and build up specific measures to raise Khmer ethnic minority people’s spiritual and material lives while effectively implementing national programs on education and training, medical treatment, legal assistance, housing and poverty reduction among Khmer ethnic minority people.

According to deputy head of the steering committee on the west of southern Vietnam, Son Song Son, there are currently some 1.3 million Khmer ethnic minority people in the region, accounting for 8% of the regional population. The region has 443 pagodas with some 9,000 bonzes.

The Khmer traditional Tet, Chol Chnam Thmay, is often held in mid-April. According to Khmer people’s tradition, this is the time between rainy and sunny seasons which see the rising vitality of nature; therefore, it is considered the beginning of a new year.

Khmer people’s traditional Tet takes place over three days and people often visit each other and give best wishes to each other during Tet. (cpv.org.vn Apr 7) 

Festival for Ethnic Minority Youth to Take Place

A festival, themed “Vietnamese youngster in the preservation and promotion of traditional cultural values”, will take place in the Culture–Tourism Village of Vietnamese Ethnic Groups on April 16th and 17th.

The event, organized by the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism and Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union to welcome the Vietnam Ethnic Minority Cultural Day on April 19th and respond to the Youth Year 2011, is expected to attract about 1,000 youths from ethnic groups nationwide. 

During the festival, including a conference to review achievements of young people at HCM Mausoleum Square, a meeting with the Party and State leaders, a seminar under the theme “Vietnamese youngster in preservation and promotion of traditional cultural values  during the integration process”, a youth camp, and traditional sport games.

Besides, there will be a meeting to observe the Vietnam Ethnic Minority Cultural Day and honor outstanding individuals in the preservation and promotion of traditional cultural identities. (Quan Doi Nhan Dan – People’s Army April 4)

XII-HUNGER ERADICATION AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Over VND23B to Assist Poor Households with Electricity Bills

The Central Highlands province of Gia Lai will spend VND 23.8 billion to help needy families with their electricity bills following the Government's policy on subsidizing poor households after the recent electricity price adjustment.

Accordingly, 50,000 poor households in the province will be the beneficiaries from the policy.

The Gia Lai Electricity Company has sent 200,000 notifications to its customers and posted relevant policy documents on the electricity price adjustment at its 200 transaction points. About 50,000 registration forms have also been sent to beneficiary customers, of which 12,000 have been collected so far. (www.nhandan.org.vn April 05)

School Subsidies Benefit Rich over Poor

The richer the parents, the more they benefit from State subsidies for preschool education.

Conversely, their poorer counterparts pay as much if not more for lower quality schooling.

This is the paradox that has characterized pre-schooling in HCM City for several years now.

The Hong Nhung Kindergarten in Go Vap District is known for its national standard facilities. Parents in the district prefer to send their children to this school also because its tuition fees are reasonable at VND800,000 ($38) per month.

There are other kindergartens in the same district that charge similar fees but the facilities and quality of education are of lower standards, with smaller spaces, shortage of toys and skilful teachers.

As one of the most popular kindergartens in the area, Hong Nhung gets a State subsidy of VND1.8 billion ($86,000) every year to maintain and improve its facilities as well as the quality of teaching.

However, good quality kindergartens like Hong Nhung are limited in number and it is not easy for parents to get their children admitted to such State-run preschools, reports the Tuoi Tre (Youth) newspaper.

This is why private kindergartens of lower quality are still in demand, and are able to charge relatively higher tuition fees.

However, most children attending State-run kindergartens that provide good facilities and education at reasonable fees are from wealthy families, said Nguyen Thi Kim Thanh, head of the HCM City Department of Education and Training's Preschool Education Office.

"The wealthy parents pay the same amount that the other parents, who earn less, to have their children enjoy better facilities and higher standard education," she told Tuoi Tre.

"Children of working class parents end up not receiving the subsidy that they should," said Thanh, criticizing the current investment policy for preschool education as a manifestation of "the rich get richer and the poor get poorer" syndrome.

The most popular State-owned kindergartens in the city – May 19, HCM City, Be Ngoan and District 1 – provide the best facilities and education for monthly school fees of between VND1-1.2 million ($45-54), while private preschools provide lower quality services for similar or even higher fees of VND1.5-2 million ($68-91).

The choice for parents is obvious, but it seems that only wealthy parents are able to get their children qualified for admission to the favoured kindergartens.

One parent who wanted to remain anonymous said, "You need to have good connections with those (State-run) preschools and also pay well to have your children placed there."

The annual subsidy from the Government to each State-run kindergarten in HCM City is between VND1-2 billion, depending on the number of children and teachers.

The HCM City Kindergarten, for instance, receives VND2 billion, while the April 30 and District 1 kindergartens get VND1.2 each.

Anonymity

The head of a State-run kindergarten in District 1, who requested anonymity, said that the children sent to his kindergarten are mostly from wealthy families who are willing to pay more than the current fees, which are not enough to maintain the facilities and provide quality education.

"This is why each year our kindergarten needs a subsidy that can cover at least VND1.8 million ($86) per child," said the principal.

He said children sent to private kindergartens that do not get such subsidies and have to rely solely on parents' contributions will of course have lower quality services.

The owner of a private kindergarten in Go Vap District confirmed this. He said that with school fees of VND800,000 per month, he had to carefully calculate payments for rent, facilities, teachers' salaries and food for the children. Sometimes the profit was very low, he said.

Thanh said more than 100 preschools in HCM City were receiving annual subsidies from the Government, which meant a State budget outlay of around VND200 billion ($958,000).

"If these preschools can support themselves by properly mobilizing contributions from the children's families, they will not need that subsidy," said Thanh.

He suggested that a solution to the current paradox in the city could be based on taking higher contributions from the wealthy parents.

"The subsidies can then be poured into areas that are really in need of the financial support, especially those that accept children from poor families."

The education sector could then use the subsidy to build State-run preschools in disadvantaged areas, upgrade kindergartens and even support private schools, not to mention providing support for children from underprivileged backgrounds, he added. (www.tuoitrenews.vn April 7)

Ton Dong A Helps Poor Students in Quang Nam

Representatives of Ton Dong A Corp. hand over scholarships to students of Phuoc Ninh Elementary School and Phuoc Ninh Secondary School - Photo: Thanh Hai

Ton Dong A Corp. on Tuesday donated 200 scholarships to poor, hard-working students of the central province of Quang Nam to mark its branch opening in Danang City.

Students of Phuoc Ninh Secondary School and Phuoc Ninh Elementary School in Nong Son) District and Que Son Secondary School and Tran Dai Nghia High school in Que Son District received scholarships worth VND500,000 each.

Last Saturday, Ton Dong A inaugurated its branch in Danang City at Lot M, Road 4A Lien Chieu Industrial Park, Lien Chieu District to boost its logistics in the central region and the north. (thesaigontimes.vn Apr 6) 

Poor Kids Introduced To Creative Careers

The Thang Long English and Vocational School in HCM City, which benefits disadvantaged children, held its first creative courses introductory session on Saturday to develop children's interests in photography and visual communications.

Teachers, students and sponsors decorated classrooms and showed visual presentations to interested children and parents.

The first visual communications course started last September, with three out of the first four students finishing the first semester after six months, according to Peter Cameron, who laid the foundation for the course and now serves as a consultant of the project.

The idea of a visual communication class was conceived after an extensive survey with most players in the advertising industry last year, which demonstrated "an immediate need of staff trained in artwork and production skills at international standards," he said.

Students are trained in graphic design at the Color Club, a Danish production house of digital imaging and graphic design in the city, and work with industry professionals from various agencies in workshops.

"In that way, students have good prospects of getting jobs after graduation," he said, noting that the students are trained to become digital-imaging artists.

Even though first-course students still have two more semesters to go, they are qualified enough to work in most advertising and design companies, he added.

One of the first four students of the class, Van Cong Dao, 23, said his acquired skills allowed "his imagination to fly free".

"I can develop lots of ideas to optimize images," explained Dao, who also attended photography classes as a teenager, adding that he is now employed at The Colour Club with a satisfying income.

Photography classes were first organized nine years ago, said photographer Nguyen Ngoc Dung, who is in charge of the classes.

It takes impoverished children between 12-16 years of age two years to learn the craft, he noted, adding that the school now has only 10 digital cameras for practice.

The school organizes from three to four trips to provinces each year during which children can take photos of people and life. Some of the photos went on to bag prestigious photography prizes.

"Photography helps the disadvantaged have a more friendly look at culture, eradicate an inferiority complex, express their outlook and dreams, and become more confident in interacting with society," he said.

"Photos children have taken during the course testify to their dynamic feel of life with subtle perspectives," he added.

Photographer Guy Gonja, who also works for the project, remarked that "once children learn to see the world through cameras' lens, their visions of the world will change forever".

"Photography enables children to share their own stories, appreciate the world a lot more, and their vision will change day after day," he said.

The Thang Long school is run by Sai Gon Children Charity, a nongovernmental organisation which aims to help disadvantaged children get access to education and better lives.

The school currently trains more than 300 impoverished students from District 4 and neighbouring districts in a range of courses, including English, computer skills, make-up, hair-dressing and hospitality skills, among others.

“Many students got stable jobs to support themselves as well as their families," said rector Pham Kim Oanh. "Some of them were able to open their own hairdressing shops.” (Vietnam News Apr 4) 

Military Doctors Do Eye Check-Up for Cambodians

More than 100 poor Cambodian people were given free eye checks-up and operations by Vietnamese doctors at Preah Kat Mealea Hospital of the Cambodian Royal Army in Phnom Penh on April 1.

They were among 250 poor people who are due to have their eyes checked and have surgery, if needed, by doctors from Military Hospital 175 and the Ho Chi Minh Eye Hospital, on April 1 and 2.

“Vietnamese doctors have not only brought back vision to Cambodian patients but also helped them have a strong belief in their future,” said General Som Samnang, Chief of the General Department for Logistics and Finance of the Cambodian Royal Army.

He said this eye operation program, launched under cooperation of the two countries’ armies, helped improve the Cambodian people’s living conditions.

Military Hospital 175 said more than 40 doctors and nurses, along with all necessary machinery and equipment, were sent to implement this charitable program, the ninth since 2007.

Hospital 175 has provided free medical check-ups to thousands of poor Cambodian people. (english.vovnews.vn April 2)

XIII-LANDMINES AND UXO

Germany Funds $1.12M for Bomb, Landmine Clearance in Central Vietnam

The German government has funded $1.12 million to help defuse land mines in central Vietnam in 2011, the Voice of Vietnam Radio said April 6.

This is the 13th consecutive year the German government has assisted the country in overcoming the aftermaths of wars and improving living conditions for local people.

The charity program has been co-held by Solidarity Service International (SODI), a German non-governmental organization (NGO) with the close cooperation of the Vietnamese army and local authorities.

Since 1998, the SODI has helped clean up landmines for over 1,000 ha in the central province of Quang Tri and 500 ha in the central province of Thua Thien-Hue serving for settlement areas and agricultural land. 

Bombs and mines have claimed around 104,000 lives in Vietnam since 1975 and it caused deaths to additional 300 to 600 people annually, the UNDP said. 

Vietnam needs more than $10 billion and take up to 300 years to clear up bombs and mines left from the war, said a representative of the Technology Centre for Bomb and Mine Disposal (BOMICEN). (vovnews.vn April 6, Lao Dong online - Labor)

A Large Bomb Safely Defused in North Vietnam 

Sappers from Bac Can Military Command, led by Colonel Thang Van Luan, on March 31st, safety defused a 1,000-pound bomb in Khua Quang Village, Sy Binh Commune, Bach Thong District.

The American bomb was found on March 4th in Giang Pass, near Na Pha Field, Chi Quang B Village, Phuong Linh Commune, Bach Thong District when workers from Nam Duong Joint-stock Company were making an embankment.

During the war, what is now Giang Pass Historical Site, was exposed to heavy bombardments by the US Air Force. (Quan Doi Nhan Dan – People’s Army April 2)

Agent Orange Activists to Review Future Plans

The Vietnam – U.S. Dialogue Group on Agent Orange/Dioxin is scheduled to meet in HCM City next Friday to discuss future activities.

The workshop is part of the group's action plan on AO/dioxin during the 2010-19 period, Ngo Quang Xuan, vice chairman of the National Assembly's Committee for External Affairs and co-head of the group, said at a press briefing on March 31.

The $300 million action plan set out by the group last June focuses on human health and the environment.

"Participants at the workshop are scheduled to visit Bien Hoa Airport in southern Dong Nai province, one of the hot spots of AO/Dioxin contamination, and a care centre for AO/Dioxin child victims, as well as some victims' families," he said.

"Over the past years, the group, with assistance from the Government, the Vietnam Association for Victims of AO/dioxin and international agencies and organizations, has actively worked to raise awareness in the US of the harmful consequences of using the toxic chemical during the American War. The group has also striven to mobilize the US to contribute to making good the damage caused by AO to both the environment and people's health in Vietnam."

Meanwhile, a music program is scheduled for April 7 at HCM City-based Hoa Binh Theatre to raise funds for AO victims in Vietnam.

"The workshop and the fund-raising program are aimed at raising public awareness about the issue, especially in the US, and to mobilize resources to address the harmful consequences of using AO. We also want to implement projects to clean up dioxin-contaminated areas, restore the environment and support people who have been exposed to the toxic chemical," Xuan said. (vovnews.vn April 2)

