The VUFO-NGO Resource Centre Working Group

On Water Supply, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH WG)

Introduction
For both urban and rural populations, water supply, sanitation facilities, and hygiene (WASH) are necessary for adequate and healthy living conditions. A significant number of national and international NGOs work to improve the WASH situation in Vietnam. The VUFO-NGO Resource Centre Working Group on Water Supply and Sanitation Working Group (WSS WG) was established in 2003 and provides a forum for the many NGOs and other stakeholders in the Water and Sanitation sector in Vietnam.

The main purpose of the WG was, to meet, discuss, and learn about technical, policy, and other issues of relevance to Water and Sanitation work. In 2010, the working group has embraced Hygiene as one of the main undertakings, adjusted its name and tasks to Water supply, Sanitation and Hygiene Working Group (WASH-WG). All communication here after will reflect the change of the name.

Formal and informal dialogues between the WAH NGOs WG, government and donors have been initiated over the past year through the RWSS partnership.  This process will be intensified and strengthened through the revitalized WASH-WG engaging directly the relevant government branch at all level, the wider donor community and the private sector with shared voices forming an advocacy alliance in the spirit of harmonization and alignment. 

Building on these ongoing interactions with government and donors, and recognising the important contribution of NGOs and civil society organisations to achieve the MDG and national targets for WASH especially for sanitation, the WG intends to enter into a more intensified and focused dialogue with all stakeholders This 2 way dialogue will centre on the following key themes: 

. 

1. improve service delivery

2. help citizens hold government and donor agencies to account

3. increase advocacy targeted at decision makers in the sector

4. ensure that the broad spectrum (NGOs, CBOs, academia, private sector) of civil society organisations have a say in the sector policy dialogue 

Goal

· To contribute to improved health and well being in rural and urban Vietnam via increased and sustainable access to water supply, sanitation, and hygiene promotion services, especially for the poor and disadvantaged.

Objectives

· To facilitate communication and knowledge exchange within the NGO WASH sector with a view to:

· Building the capacity of organizations and staff, 

· Enhancing the quality and impact of WASH programs, 

· Identifying and share best practices for learning, and 

· Developing a common NGO WASH sector voice.

· To facilitate communication, knowledge exchange and where possible coordination between the NGO WASH community in Vietnam and the National Rural Water Supply and Sanitation programmes (e.g. RWSS NTP II and future programmes)

· To facilitate communication and knowledge exchange between the NGO WASH community in Vietnam and other key WASH sector stakeholders, including donors, local partners, and Vietnamese authorities, with a view to mutual learning and influencing.

Core Activities

· Convene meetings and presentations

· Facilitate networking and communication with national RWSS programme

· Facilitate networking between other sector stakeholders

· Facilitate a national stakeholders forum to actively engage Government, NGOs, CSOs, Private sector and Donors 

· Maintain a WASH sector list service

· Disseminate/share key documents of relevance to the WASH sector

Mode of Operation

· Working language: English and/or Vietnamese

· The WASH Working Group convenes every two months, or as often as required or possible.

· Ensure participation, inclusion, transparency and accountability

· The WASH Working Group is open to all NGOs, embassies, donors, Vietnamese authorities, local organisations and others with a special interest in WASH sector in Vietnam

Structure and Management

Core Group:
 

· Consists of 4 organizations and a government liaison representative (i.e. RWSSP) who will be the working group most active members

· Elected annually by the Working Group participants

· Communicates by email on issues relevant to the whole group

· Organizes the meeting agenda

· Selects one organization from the Core Group to chair the WASH-WG

Chair (or Liaison)

· Coordinates the Core Group

· Provides a point of contact for the WASH-WG for communications and information sharing regarding upcoming WASH-WG meetings and events and other information inquiries to the WASH-WG, Core Group and VUFO-NGO Resource Centre – 

· Maintains information relevant to the WASH-WG including participant details – 

· Liaises with the VUFO-NGO Resource Centre regarding WSS-WG plans, meeting arrangements, communications etc

· Participates in Working Group liaison meetings organised by the VUFO-NGO Resource Centre

· Represent the WASH-WG (when necessary) in the various sector related meetings, fora and seminars

Disclaimer: - The WASH-WG is not responsible for individual participant's opinion and actions

�	 Current core group members (as of January 2010) are: 
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	RWSSP 


	John Pinfold – NTP II Advisor


	Lene Jensen – MoH Advisor








