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I. BACKGROUND
PATH is an international nonprofit organization that creates sustainable, culturally relevant solutions, enabling communities worldwide to break longstanding cycles of poor health. By collaborating with diverse public- and private-sector partners, PATH helps provide appropriate health technologies and vital strategies that change the way people think and act. PATH’s work improves global health and well-being.

PATH is implementing an innovative project to encourage the purchase and use of point-of-use (POU) household water treatment and storage (HWTS) products in low-resource settings. Our project focuses on enabling sustainable commercial enterprises to produce, distribute, sell, and support POU products; evaluating and facilitating adaptation or development of POU products that meet consumer needs; and determining whether commercial markets can accelerate and sustain widespread adoption and use of the devices by the world’s poor. This learning initiative focuses on establishing the foundation for evidence-based approaches that will improve the quality of household water in resource-poor settings in developing countries. 

Since 2006, PATH has worked with multi-stakeholders to launch the project activities in India, and then in Cambodia and Vietnam beginning in 2007.  Currently in Vietnam, PATH has performed HWTS product scan, distribution channel analysis, consumer study, market segmentation research, and HWTS pilots. PATH plans to continue this learning by planning activities on HWTS supply and supply chains, and pilots to assess the sustainability and potential of HWTS markets.
These experiences and lessons have also confirmed the need to widen cooperative partnerships among government, nongovernmental organizations, and the private sector. Leveraging these entities can greatly enhance efforts in HWTS, and more broadly in the areas of sanitation and hygiene in Vietnam.
II. THE FORUM THEME AND OBJECTIVES

The forum theme is proposed as: “PARTNER ENGAGEMENT FORUM ON HOUSEHOLD WATER TREATMENT AND STORAGE EFFORTS IN VIETNAM”. The objectives of the forum are as follows:

· To introduce the commercial approach to widen participation and enlist the help of experts in consumer research, product design, education, social marketing, micro-finance, business strategy and policy advocacy for HWTS. 

· To share key findings from the HWTS market studies and recommendations for improving HWTS products and approaches. This will help multi-stakeholders to better understand approaches to developing appropriate products, messages and delivery models for creating and meeting demand on a large and sustainable scale. 

· To create an opportunity for public-private sector partnership to improve the HWTS environment in Vietnam and the Mekong region; 
· To exchange information and explore key policy, legal and institutional issues regarding private-public partnerships shared by participants on HWTS in Vietnam;

· To learn what others potential partners are doing in the region and how PATH may be able to engage with them and/or complement their work.
· To seek feedback, participation and contribution from provincial and national-level government agencies and potential private partners for PATH initiatives and discuss opportunities to cooperate to implement project activities for HWTS in Vietnam.
III. EXPECTED OUTCOMES:

· Participants will be exposed to the key findings from PATH’s Market Segmentation Research, the role and efforts of NGO, local government, private sector and academy in dealing with unsafe drinking water, especially with new low-cost technology for water treatment and safe storage at household level;

· Gathering valuable information and feedback to identify best practices, experiences, and critical success factors for improving HWTS in Vietnam.
· The participants (authority, researchers, NGO staff and businessmen) will have an opportunity to present and contribute their experience, reflection, initiative, and recommendations to develop cooperative partnership for improving the HWTS environment; 

IV. FORUM VENUE AND TIME:  On June 11, 2010, at SOMERSET Hotel, 49 Hai Ba Trung Street, Hanoi, Vietnam.
V. ORGANIZERS:

The forum is being organized by PATH and its partners in Vietnam.
VI. PARTICIPANTS:
Water and sanitation experts and Public Private Partnership practitioners who are interested in the forum will be invited as well as experts with experience in the design, financing, and implementation of projects for HWTS in Vietnam.

You are welcomed to attend to the forum. For those who would like to participate in the forum please confirm to Mr. Vo Xuan Hoa via hvo@path.org by May 20, 2010 to get the invitation.
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