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World Vision to Launch Report on Climate Change 

HANOI – World Vision Vietnam will join with other World Vision offices in countries across the world in launching a report on climate change on September 19, 2008.

The report titled ‘Planet Prepare: Preparing Coastal Communities in Asia for Future Catastrophes’ collates up-to-date scientific thinking, expert views and World Vision’s own experience and looks at what needs to be done to help coastal communities prepare for impacts of climate change.  

The study points out tens of millions of people living in coastal communities across the Asia-Pacific are facing devastating and large-scale disasters brought about by climate change. It warns a combination of human forces that include coastal migration, intensive urbanization, weak infrastructure and poverty are going to clash head of with devastating man-made climate change.   

The report, by author Johannes Luetz, says billions of dollars must be spent on strengthening community resilience in villages and cities, educating children to be disaster ready, putting in place disaster-resistant infrastructure and early warning systems, and giving people new job options. 

Failure to act will leave tens of millions of people at extreme vulnerability and reverse development gains because ten percent of people worldwide live less than ten metres above sea level and near the coast – some 75% of them live in Asia. 

“Reducing risk, raising resilience and promoting preparedness are not options but obligations,” states the report.

“When joining the global launch of the report, we want to reconfirm our concern on climate change and to highlight the importance of communities’ resilience,” says Le Van Duong, World Vision Vietnam’s Relief & Disaster Mitigation Coordinator. “As more severe typhoons, floods and droughts have reportedly hit the country some recent years, local people should better prepare for such disasters.” 

According to Duong, World Vision Vietnam has assisted villagers and local partners to make and integrate their community-based disaster risk reduction plans into their socio-economic development plans at different levels. “The move is identified as one of the strategic intents of our program’s operation towards climate change in the country,” he says. 

Also, World Vision has worked with local schools to integrate disaster prevention into students’ curriculum and to support local residents to organize regular simulations on disaster preparedness in Vietnam.  

World Vision has been working in more than 30 districts throughout Vietnam. The organization has been a member of Natural Disaster Mitigation Partnership and Disaster Management Working Groups, which consist of UN agencies, the government, NGOs working on disaster relief, mitigation and management. It has also become a member of Climate Change Working Group, which was currently formulated in the country.

Apart from Vietnam, World Vision will launch the report in other countries including Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, Germany, Indonesia, Korea, Myanmar, Papa New Guinea, Singapore, Spain, Thailand, the UK and the US.

Plane Prepare will be available for download from www.wvasiapacific.org or www.worldvision.org.vn 

For hard copies of Planet Prepare (small volumes of the English version), please contact World Vision Vietnam at Flr.4, HEAC Building, 14-16 Ham Long, Hanoi, Vietnam. Tel: +84 4 9439920/Fax: +84 4 943 9921  
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For further information, please contact: 

Mr Le Van Duong, Relief & Disaster Mitigation Coordinator of World Vision Vietnam. 

Email: le_van_duong@wvi.org
Office: +84 4 943 9920; Cell: +84 904 162 634   

Ms Nguyen Kim Ngan, Communications Officer of World Vision Vietnam. 

Email: nguyen_kim_ngan@wvi.org
Office: +84 4 943 9920; Cell: +84 902 163 379

World Vision is a Christian relief and development organisation working to create lasting change in the lives of children, families and communities living in poverty. World Vision serves all people regardless of religion, race, ethnicity or gender.


