Climate Change Working Group (CCWG) – Adaptation Thematic Group
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Rationale
Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) is defined by the thematic group as the practical process of adjusting what we do, where and how, to reflect changing climatic realities; and helping others adjust to the impacts of climate change.  This includes:

· “Soft measures” such as raising people’s awareness of and capacity to cope with climate variability and helping local authorities and communities develop and access a range of adaptive measures and related enabling policies; and
· “Hard measures” such as reforestation, planting agricultural crops and trees more suited to warmer temperatures and drier soil conditions, investing in infrastructure (e.g. drainage systems and dykes), and establishing disaster early warning systems.
CCA includes both Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and community-based adaptation to chronic conditions such as higher temperatures, more or less rainfall, less predictable seasons, sea level rise and saline intrusions.  While there may some overlap between DRR and community-based adaptation measures, DRR focuses on reducing the risk of and protecting against the impact of catastrophic weather related events. 

The CCWG believes that adaptation must be part of Vietnam’s strategy for addressing climate change for the following reasons:

· Climate change is already impacting Vietnam. Over time, it will affect the country’s poorest people most as their vulnerability to floods, storms and sea level rise is higher. It could cause a reversal of Vietnam’s economic gains as the country’s industrial and economic growth is located in the most vulnerable geographic locations. Hence, measures to adapt are essential.

· Pro-poor adaptation addresses the needs and increases capacities of poor people to adapt their agriculture and land use systems and their community organization and social welfare systems.  It also increases their level of protection against disaster (e.g. by providing for safe housing, safe evacuation and access to alternative economic options) and the support services available to them. Adaptation must go beyond protecting commercial urban interests and investments in macro-level development and hardware. 

· The private sector and government play a crucial role in ensuring adaptation measures which are appropriate and affordable for the poor as well as the wealthy. Pro-poor adaptation measures need to be identified, demonstrated, advocated for and financed at local and national level.  
Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs) can play a key role in demonstrating the need for adaptation financing and developing the capacity of poor people to adapt on their own.  The CCWG Adaptation Thematic Group can assist by building the capacity of NGOs in Vietnam, ensuring knowledge is shared and engaging with government policy and implementation processes. 
Overall Objective
Raise awareness and help vulnerable communities have the capacity to adapt to climate change in all areas of their lives, through:

· Sharing and learning adaptation approaches;
· Encouraging NGOs and others to develop CCA strategies; and
· Influencing government, donor and private sector policy and support for pro-poor and CCA and related financing.
Priority Issues and Areas of Action

The key CCA issues identified by CCWG as priorities for the Adaptation Thematic Group are:
· Pro-poor community-based adaptation

· DRR
· Adaptation financing

· Infrastructure and technology for CCA
The group will additionally focus on the following three areas of action:
1. Sharing and managing knowledge held by participating NGOs
2. Building NGO capacity by sharing methods and tools for best practices and identifying technical expertise for: 
· Community-based adaptation practices; 
· Integrating CCA activities into local development planning; 
· Integrating community-based adaptation and DRR; 
· Supporting women and children to adapt to climate change.
3. Conducting advocacy activities at the national and provincial level for:
· Pro-poor community-based adaptation using best practices; 
· Mainstreaming CCA into current planning processes; and 

· Using financial gains from carbon markets to fund adaptation activities.
Advocacy activities may be conducted through:

· Participation in policy formulation processes such as the Socio-economic Development Plan (SEDP), National Target Program (NTP) for Climate Change, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) Climate Change Action Plan and other relevant ministerial action planning forums;
· Working with provincial authorities to develop their own detailed guidelines for policy implementation; and
· Using knowledge of best practice and results and experiences from community level CCA work to inform policy content and implementation at all levels.
For a detailed overview of identified priority activities identified see separate Work Plan. 
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