Child Rights Working Group
MEETING MINUTE
TIMING: 23 May 2013, 14h00-16h30
PARTICIPATIONS: representatives from the following organizations
· Co-chair: Mr. Bao – Child Fund & Madam Chau – VAPCR.

· Plan in Vietnam
· NGO Resource Central
· GNV
· Cenforchil
SUMMARY OF MEETING PROCESS AND RESULTS: 
1. Topic(s) registration for presentation during the years
PLAN: the topics have not yet been finalized within PLAN yet. However, there are some areas that PLAN is much interested such as: 1) the participation of children, 2) advocacy campaign for increasing legal age of majority children to under 18, 3) Early education and 4) rules on the child rights. PLAN might have study on ethnology in Ha Giang, Quang Tri province to have a deep knowledge about the customs of the ethnic minorities. This study may last for 03 years, the Project staffs will be selected from several research centers. These staff will be based at the locations within 03 months for each of their trips to the locations. PLAN will provide later by email more information about their potential studies in 03 following years.
Child Fund will have some studies. The most recent studies are about the model to support disadvantageous children in mountainous areas and the participation right of disadvantaged children. In 2014, Child Fund will do study on the community based model to protect children. On the global, Child Fund will do study on violence against children.
VAPCR: there has not been a final decision for the development of VAPRC for the next year. However, VAPCR has and will focus on two important missions: 

+ monitoring and policy advocacy:  the role of NGO in child rights protection will be recommended to add in the reformed Law on Child Protection, Care and Education.
+ setting up an independent monitoring: this is the topic for the study assigned by MOLISA.

Besides, VAPCR will do research on imperative issues regarding children which have been found out monitoring). In cooperation with PLAN, VAPCR has done an initial research on legal age of majority children
GNV: is now still focusing on sponsorship. For the last 06 months of 2013, GNV will strictly monitor the pupils having been granted by GNV (approximately 7,000 ones) with the CAR mode which is the regular visits to the pupils’ homes to get the most updated information of the pupils serving for the reports to the donors . The regulation is 03 visits to the pupils’ homes for the normal one but the special cases may need more than 3 visits.  The monitoring will be done by the staff of GNV with the aim to make the most perfect and accurate files of pupils.
Cenforchil: will share the information on the survey on the evaluation of the child rights groups and the setting up of the groups of evaluation tools in the next meeting of CRWG. Cenforchil has successfully set up the Children Club with the participation of both children and non-government adults to monitor the protection of child rights at the communities. The establish of the Children Club has been approved by the local authority with the issuance of a formal approval documentation from them. The Club will support the local authority in the performance of child rights. As the result, it has set up 02 recommendation meetings with the commune, opened book store at the communes and built toilets in schools.
Agreement: 
· Cenforchil will give a detailed presentation on the activities of the Children Club in the next meeting of CRWG supposed on 25th July, 2013.
· A reminding email on the Topic(s) registration for presentation during the years will be sent to the members of CRWG who have not yet registered with the specific deadline for registration.

· Researches done by other organizations should be collected by CRWG members for the necessary reference 
· If possible, in the next meeting Child Fund will introduce the guidebook on the operation of the Child Right Club
2. Sharing information on ASEAN People Forum (by Madam Chau VAPCR):
· The forum has welcomed the participation of more than 300 representatives from international, regional and national NGOs. The discussion are all about the urgent issues regarding the children such as the enhancing of the meaningful participation of the children and the children data collection which is the challenge faced by other countries.
· CRC Asia has been well structured with the 03 different management levels: Steering Committee → Secretariat Board → Focal Point Board. SC Denmark is one of the most active sponsor for the activities of CRC Asia and other Projects on child rights as well.
· The outstanding achievement of ASEAN People Forum: The voice of NGO is more recognized and getting more reputable to the governments in ASEAN. However, a recommendation on how to connect ASEAN People Forum with other NGOs in the region for a more effective performance of child rights protection has been raised.
· The shortcomings of the Forum: there has not been a final conclusion for the different opinions of the representatives.
Agreement:
· Soft copies of the Output children workshop and the Joint Statement of ASEAN CIVIL SOCIETY CONFERENCE/ASEAN PEOPLES’ FORUM will be provided to Ms Ha- NGO Resources Central for the subsequent sharing to other CRWG members as per their request.

· CRnet activity will be shared in the next CRWG meeting
3. Sharing the progress of 16-18 advocacy campaign (by Mr. Tuan, Plan)
· Some representatives of relevant Ministries have been interviewed with a designed TOR. Strong advocacy has been obtained in terms of policy.
· A seminar will be organized on 26 June in Hanoi to share the research and recommendations on the increasing legal age of majority children to under 18.
· A seminar to orient the press agencies with the provision of the information on child rights will be hold with the participation of reporters. The documented information of this seminar will be subsequently sent to the relevant editors in chief. 
Agreement:

· Plan Vietnam will provide the information of the seminar 
· CRWG members are willing to join the campaign activities 
4. Sharing  on National Human Right report (by Madam Chau, VAPCR)
There are researches on specific topics for particular recommendations. VAPCR has carried out a research on the rights of the orphans and the neglected children.
Agreement:

· UPR report will be sent via email to the interested CRWG members.
5. Work Plan:
· Update on Financial support for CRWG from Child Fund: Child Fund has agreed to sponsor for CRWG activity with the amount of $10.000 for the year 2013 & 2014. A financial report shall be submitted to Child Fund by end of June, 2014.

· Mr Bao – Child Fund and Ms Ha – NGO Resource Central will clarify with the persons in charge of these 02 organizations to finalize an agreement for this sponsor.
Agreement: 
· The fund for CRWG can be used for one of the following activities:
+ Training courses for the students of Academy of Journalism and Communication on the child rights with the experiences sharing on child rights of the experts from the NGOs. Mr Oanh and Ms Lan Minh will be probably invited to the next CRWG meeting supposed on 25 July to draft the plan for this activity. Madam Chau and Mr Bao are responsible to contacts with these persons.
+ Following above said training courses, a completion on writing about child rights will be launched.
+ As the suggestion of Madam Chau, a seminar of NGOs or GOs on a particular topics should be considered.

· If the budget cannot cover the agreed activity(ies), PLAN shall consider to cover the exceeding expense.

· CRWG should consider to join the CRnet to get a stronger and distinguish voice in policy dialog.

6. Next meeting and closing
Next meeting will be held on July 25th, 2013 and cover the following topics:
· A detailed presentation on the activities of the Monitoring Children Club will be provided by Cenforchil
· Detailed discussion on the training course for students of Academy of Journalism and Communication
· Sharing CRnet activities by VAPCR

· Discussion  on a seminar of NGOs or GOs on a particular topics.
