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Background

The implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in Southeast Asia continues to pose as a challenge for most, if not all governments in the region.  The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, in its concluding observations to government reports submitted by Southeast Asian countries, have repeatedly stressed the need to provide adequate budgetary allocations to promote and protect children’s rights. Many countries in Southeast Asia still fail to budget and spend adequately to improve the lives of children and their families. Moreover, policy and budget decisions are not sufficiently informed by thorough analysis of the situation of children based on timely, comprehensive and disaggregated data, which can undermine efficient spending and efforts to ensure that services reach the most vulnerable and marginalized groups of children.
Aside from inadequate investment in children, one of the glaring child rights issues that many ASEAN countries are facing is the problem of children on the move (COM).  Issues of children on the move such as child refugees, stateless children, children displaced by conflict and natural disasters, and trafficked children continue to hound many Southeast Asian countries.  These groups of children are particularly vulnerable to sexual exploitation, physical abuse and other forms of violence.  Human trafficking, for instance, considered as one of the greatest human rights challenges of this century, continues to thrive in Southeast Asia. The region, where an estimated 200,000 to 400,000 people are trafficked each year (including children), is a known “hot spot” for these illicit activities.  Thousands of children are trafficked to support the booming sex tourism industry and also to be exploited as forced laborers in factories, fisheries, and the streets.  Most of the ASEAN countries have laws and national policies in place on anti-trafficking. However, the implementation of these laws and policies still leave much to be desired.
A new international treaty known as the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a Communications Procedure (OP3 CRC) is the subject of a global campaign by civil society organizations which are pushing for its rapid ratification and entry into force. OP3 CRC is an international instrument which will allow children to submit complaints on violations of their rights to the UNCRC when they are unable to secure justice from their own governments after all domestic remedies have been exhausted. It is thus of utmost importance that OP3 CRC is ratified in all ASEAN countries. The ratification of OP3 CRC is one policy action which ASEAN governments could do to safeguard children’s rights and should be a major focus of CSO efforts. 
The upcoming ASEAN Civil Society Conference/ASEAN People’s Forum slated on March 21-23, 2014 in Myanmar provides a window of opportunity for civil society organizations to advocate for greater attention and action on child rights concerns, a program area too easily ignored or disregarded during high-level multi-sectoral discussions. Specifically, Child Rights Coalition Asia (CRC Asia), Equality Myanmar, Anti-Child Trafficking (ACT), United Against Child Trafficking (United Act) intend to sponsor and organize a thematic workshop on child rights concerns during the ACSC/APF.  Through the thematic workshop, the collaborators intend to steer national and regional initiatives to more focused priority areas on child rights protection, namely: 1) greater investment in children; 2) protection for children on the move (COM); and 3) support for the ratification of OP3 CRC.  
Objectives of the Workshop

1. To educate participants about current child rights issues and priority policy and program actions which ASEAN governments should focus on to improve the protection of children’s rights;
2. To prioritize policy and program recommendations to ASEAN Member States to ensure greater protection of children’s rights; and
3. To initiate collaboration among groups interested to pursue advocacy initiatives that would push for specific policy and program actions and reforms at the ASEAN level.  
Workshop Design (2 hours)

	Topic/Title


	Methodology/Time
	Resource Person (still to be finalized)

	Overview of the Workshop and Introduction of Participants
	Presentation/5 mins. 


	Moderator

	Actions to Protect Children on the Move 
	Presentation/15 mins.
	

	Building a Brighter Future for ASEAN through Investment in Children 
	Presentation/15 mins.
	

	Helping Children Access International Justice through OP3 CRC
	Presentation/15 mins.
	

	Discussion on Recommendations 
	Open Forum/60 minutes
	Moderator

	Way Forward
	Synthesis of outputs and discussions/10 mins.
	Moderator
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