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PRESS RELEASE
Since 1992, the United Nation General Assembly Resolution No. 47/3 declared the International Day of People with Disability on 3rd December. Celebration of the International Day of People with Disability is to promote understandings, raising awareness on disability issues, mobilizing donations to support the persons with disability in politics, economic, social and cultural aspects. 
In Vietnam, as reported by the Ministry of Labour - Invalids and Social Affairs, there are 6.7 million people with disabilities, accounting for 7.8% of the population. The majority of people with disabilities are unemployed and dependent on family, relatives and social assistances. 69% of working-age people with disabilities, of which only 3% of them take part in vocational training. For people with disabilities who are employed, majority of them work on agriculture, only 5% of them work on the service sector and trade, a few others in the field of handicraft and administrative career. Very few people with disabilities have a stable job and regular income.

As a poor province located in north central coast, at the narrowest position of the country, Quang Binh has suffered thousands of tons of bombs dropped down during the Vietnam war. Peace ended for more than 40 years, but the pain has not eased. Pain goes after losses, as thousands of people living with tons of bombs left over everyday. Poverty, natural disasters, drought, floods, disease, traffic accidents ... have really made the pain longer and causes increasing number of people with disabilities, landmine survivors in the province. According to preliminary statistics from the Department of Labour in 2012, Quang Binh province has more than 45,000 people with disabilities, 90% of whom live in rural areas with low living standards and are facing a shortage of jobs, low income, and limited access to health services, education ...
Over the years, the Government has concerned in supporting the people with disabilities, however, due to limited resources, there remains many difficulties and barriers for them.
Accompanying with the persons with disabilities for more than 10 years, the Association for empowerment of persons with disability in Quang Binh (AEPD) has developed many programs and projects, calling for support to people with disabilities. By applying the  peer support methodology and direct assistance to people with disabilities, more than 2,500 landmine survivors and 2,000 other persons with disabilities have had opportunities to access to health care, self-employment and employment, and integration into the society and contributed to the community. For more active assistance from the local community, in the end of 2014, AEPD has launched a "Fundraising" program in Vietnam. The purpose of the program is to connect AEPD with the community (including people, organizations and businesses in and outside the country) who are expected to share support more often to people with disabilities to help them rise above and integrate into the society. The link between AEPD and Community will change the way of the charity assisstance to development assisstance, which is that the Community should develop their longterm assisstance planning to support the persons with and the support will be used to address the root causes rather than immediate difficulties.
To celebrate the International Day of People with Disabilities (03/12/2014), AEPD is organizing the Event "Accompanying with the persons with disabilities", which is lively broadcasted on local and national TV programs on 2nd December 2014 at 8.15pm. This event is an opening activity for the connection between the Community and AEPD to the ongoing support of the community for people with disabilities and for the Community to become the strategic "Fundraising" partner  of AEPD in Vietnam. The event is to raise awareness of the government at all levels, agencies, entities, organizations inside and outside the country and promoting them working together to solve the barriers to the persons with disability. Besides, the event aims at advocating to the rights of persons with disabilities/landmine survivors; International Convention on Cluster Munitions and Convention on the Rights of Persons with disability. This is also an opportunity to honor the valuable contributions of organizations and individuals who have contributed to help the people with disabilities over the years and calls for agencies, organizations, individuals, businesses and donors to promote the spirit of "do as you would be done by", and solidarity and continue the attention and assisstance to people with disabilities physically spiritually.
Participants attending the event have the opportunity to listen to the live story of the persons with disability; participate in panel discussions with business leaders and government departments; be committed to accompany with people with disabilities; enjoy the unique cultural repertoire of artists with disabilities.

Please feel free to contact for more information with :
Mrs. Nguyen Thi Thuy Nga
AEPD Project Coordinator; Mob: 0915133226; Tel: 052.3843185
Email: thuynga.aepd@gmail.com
The Association for Empowerment of Persons with disability
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