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“Unilinear evolution” theory and “Cultural relativism” theory are two contradictory
philosophies that define two different attitudes and behaviors among people towards cultural
diversity and differences. The unilinear evolutionary theory says that “All cultures must go
through the evolutionary ladder from lower to higher, the cultures of ethnic groups at lower
steps are more backward than those at higher ones.” This perspective has resulted in the adop-
tion of inadequate development policies and misunderstandings of cultural practices and tradi-
tions of ethnic minority groups, consequently, adversely affected the preservation and promo-
tion of the national cultural identity.

The cultural relativism theory, on the other hand, says that the differences and diversity of
culture is the result of the adaptation of ethnic groups to their surrounding social, historical as
well as natural environments. Therefore, each cultural tradition has its own values. Based on
this perspective, The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) has asserted that: “Cultural diversity creates a rich and diverse world that offers a
broad range of choices, nurtures a variety of human skills and values, and provides future gen-
erations with wisdom from the past. As a result, cultural diversity is a mainspring for sustainable
development for individuals, communities and nations.”

We are honored to invite you to the event:

“I Believe | Can - The harmony of diversity”

to enrich our understanding and appreciation of the values of different culture

The event is co-organized by the representatives of |9 ethnic communities from |5 provinces
to introduce the richness and uniqueness of different cultures in Vietham.
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Tentative programme Day | Tentative programme Day 2
Performances and cultural exchange Open talk
V2 “The harmony of diversity” The mountainous NEED to "catch up with" the lowlands?
18h, 16/10/2015 8h30— 11h30, 17/10/2015
At Cong Nhan Cinema, 42 Trang Tien Street, Hoan Kiem District, Hanoi Venue: Army Hotel, 33c Pham Ngu Lao Street, Hoan Kiem District, Hanoi

Ceremony: 8.30 -9.00 Welcome

Ching A Rdp - Ding Ndm (E-Dé ethnic from Ddk Ldk) 2.00-9.05  Opening

Thdy Mo (Muong ethnic from Thanh Hoa) B T L, « L, :

Muia Xa = Dém (Mua tréng Chhay dam) (Khmer ethnic from Soc Treng) 9.05 -9.40  Sharing: “Unilinear evolutionism” and “Cultural relativism” in developing

and implementing policies for ethnic minorities

 Dr. Hoang Cam, Institute of Cultural Studies, Vietnam Academy of Social
Sciences

* Mrs. B& Thi Hong Van, Deputy Director for Ethnic Policy Department, the
Committee for Ethnic Minorities Affairs

Love songs:
Mda khen — Khen la — Khen Méi — Dan Nhij (H’Mong ethnic from Lao Cai,

Ha Giang and DBak Néng) ) . - :

, , *Mr. T Van Ty, Head of the B Ethnicity and Religion, High-
Ddn ca quan ho Bdc Ninh (Kinh ethnic from Bdc Ninh) lan drs S:g:rri,f ggm r)wlq ittee: of the Bureau of Ethnicity and Religion, Hig
Hat Lugn (Dao ethnic from Bac Kan) J
Hadt Nhu Nhan (Tay ethnic from Lang Son) 9.40 —-10.00 Open discussion: Experiences from reality

- Tea break
Talk: Cultural evolution and Cultural diversity 10.00-10.15 Tea brea
10.15-10.55 Round table: “Cultural relativism” in practice
i * | believe | can — Application in local community — Mrs. Vi Thj Thanh —
Festival performance: | ’ Thi ethnic, Dak Nong
ggt Thhe? IE-:R x;;(anh (;'c,zy eCt:mc frhom Bac C#,)" Nouve * Co-research project in Lao Cai — Mr. Md A Pho, H'Mang ethnic, Lao Cai
M, ?u n .a y ‘achA:.n ( :‘n Th ,a 4 eth n.:c from H‘GCIJ' guyen)  Dr. Tran Hau Son, Vice President of the Vietnam association of folklorists
'{a vu:vnga.): of i ( a” en ‘et nic froT C,'A iang) o and Former Director of the Department of Culture, Information and Tourism,
Muda khdn Piéu = Mda Then (Thdi ethnic from Dién Bién and Yén Bdi) Lao Cai province
Ching Kram (E Bé ethnic from Dak Lak) y : : - ) S
e * Mr. Bang Cdm, President of F A tion, Dak Glong District, Dak

“Gid gao” — Mua va biéu dién Ma La (Raglai ethnic from Ninh Thudn) N()nr P::)rfncgm resident of Farmer Association, Bak Glong District, ba
Vi Diéu lang Chdm J
(ML,m vaAb:éu d’é.'] trong Ghinang) (Ch’dn:: ethnic from th, Thu?n) 10.55 —11.20 Open discussion: How to apply cultural relativism approach at local levels.
Mua Céng Chiéng (M’Nong ethnic from Dak Noéng) 11201130 Closin
Xién Tién (H’Mong ethnic from Ddk Nong) ' ’ g
Khua Luéng (Thdi ethnic from Ddak Nong)

We are looking forward to welcoming you at the events.

RSVP: Ms. Nguyén Bich Phuang: email dangky@isee.org.vn

(Entry free, no registration) or phone number 04 62 73 79 35 (ext. 109)



