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1. Introduction

The Landmines Working Group (LWG) has been established in 1996 by NGO representatives working in the mine action sector at the time. The aim was to share information about the problem of landmines and unexploded ordnance (UXO) in Vietnam, primarily focusing on the issue in the context of humanitarian needs, socio-economic development, and poverty reduction. At the time no international organizations were involved in actual clearance activities, which began in 1996 with a small tree-planting project, followed by some mine-risk education efforts and the 1997 launch of the first internationally funded demining team. Other NGOs expanded risk education survivor assistance, and other initiatives, including some clearance activities approved by the provincial government in Quang Tri province, as authorized by the Prime Minister. 

Today the Landmines Working Group is made up of about 20 active participants who attend meetings which are held at least three times a year. Another 132 organizations and individuals indirectly participate through subscriptions to the LWG mailing list at:

http://ngocentre.org.vn/mailman/listinfo/ngo-lwg
2.  Goal

Contribute to the socio-economic development of Vietnam through the mitigation of Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) and provisions of risk education and victim assistance in support of humanitarian objectives.

3.  Objectives

· Facilitate the networking between participants of the LWG

· Advocate issues presented and agreed upon by participants

· Liaison between participants and key stakeholders (e.g. relevant Government agencies)

· Represent the LWG participants through broader socio-economic development forums

· Promote activities of its members

4.  Main activities

· Information sharing through the LWG meetings, email, social media forums and the LWG webpage at: http://www.ngocentre.org.vn/landmineswg
· Dialogues and presentations of key stakeholders, donors and development agencies

· Point of contact and liaison for Humanitarian Mine Action activities in Vietnam

· Promote industry international best practices

· Networking

5.  Modes of operation

· Working Language for the LWG is English, with Vietnamese interpretation as required

· Regular meetings conducted quarterly, alternating between Hanoi and provinces

· Each regular meeting will be based on a thematic topic

· Impromptu meetings as requested

· Promote participation, inclusion, transparency and accountability

6.  Structure and Management

· LWG Chair:

· Elected by participants on an annual basis

· Two co-chairs model encouraged when possible

· Chairperson must be a member of the NGO RC

The LWG is not responsible for individual participant's opinion and action. The NGO RC provides staff support to the LWG as part of its overall role across NGO RC Working Groups.

7.  Participants

· Voluntary based participation including interested individuals

· International Non-Government Organizations

· Vietnamese Non-Government Organizations

· Vietnamese Government Departments and Ministries


