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INTRODUCTION
After its revival in August 2011, the SANRM-WG continued to function throughout 2012. The original core team members of the Working Group consist of five organizations, the VECO (Chair), GRET, AAV, ECOECO, & East Meet West, then, CARE & Bread for the World subsequently joined the team. At least 19 other stakeholder organizations participated in the activities of the Working Group, including ADDA, AGI, BfdW, CARITAS, CCRD/CIFPEN, CGFED, FAO, , OXFAM, IFAD, HDI/RENEW, JICA, MARD, NGO Center, NPA, SRD, VEW, World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA), VFP, and World Vision. 
GOAL & OBJECTIBES
Overall goal: Livelihood of natural resource-depended people is improved.

Objectives: 

a. To share SANRM information and experiences among its members, and 

b. To implement joint activities on identified strategic and practical issues to create venues for policy dialogues with relevant government and donor institutions/organizations.

ACTIVITIES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Working Group Meetings
From January to October, the WG organized and conducted six regular meetings and two special meetings discussing the following major topics and issues: (a) Linking farmers to markets/ value chain development; (b) Work plan 2011-2012; (c) Learning Forums, (d) GMO educational campaign and strategy; (e) Core group membership, (f) Mapping of SANRM constituents, and (g) innovations by WG members.
Planning for 2012
The WG meeting participants reviewed 6 topics and agreed to base its plan according to these issues: 

a. Lesson learn, exchange field visits to the successful (or unsuccessful) Models on SANRM, achieved by SANRM WG organization members  (INGOs, VNGOs, other stakeholders) to share experience. 

b. Models of Agricultural/forestry production/management (mitigation/adaptation to Climate Change), mainstreaming environment in local development policies.

c. Policy on sustainable agriculture and Natural resource Management, investment from government on sustainable agriculture. Supporting the poor to better access to the services (public, role of private sector.)

d. Policy advocacy/dialogues with government and other stakeholders for livelihood improvement of the poor (agricultural extension), experiences on advocacy on Natural Resource Management.

e. Mapping of ongoing projects/programs in agriculture and rural development, planning (Matrix on Who is doing What amongst SANRM members?).

f. Food security/food safety and impact of changing global market prices, supply, demand on Vietnam Food Security. Food security linkage with market -based approaches for small farmers

Learning Forums
There were four learning forums/discussions that were organized and conduced successfully by the WG:
a. Linking farmers to markets/ value chain development – relevant experiences by GRET (Bamboo chain), OXFAM (Cow value chain), and VECO (Sustainable Agricultural Chain Development in safe vegetables, tea and sticky rice) were presented before a group of about 20 participants. Among others, discussions focused on integrating market-oriented approaches and strategies to policies.
b. IFAD Country Strategic Framework for 2012-2017 – the Country Manager of IFAD (Atsuko Toda) presented the framework which generated a lot interests among the participants. 
Note: the presentations of GRET, OXFAM, VECO and IFAD can be accessed at: http://www.ngocentre.org.vn/pub/presentations-meeting-sanrm-wg-meeting-13-january-2012
c. New Rural Development Program – the need to have a discussion on this issue came about due to limited know-how on the program and its implications on the work and role of NGOs/INGOs involved in the field of SANRM. For this purpose, Mr. Nguyen Minh Tien, Deputy Director General, Department of Cooperatives and Rural Development, was invited to speak. His presentation addressed the following questions:
· What is the New Rural Development and how it is connected with other current programs, such as the 30A program?

· How will the program be implemented, what strategies and approaches will be employed?

· What is the involvement of NGOs and their role in the program?

· How will farmers participate in the implementation of the program? How do we ensure that farmers realistically benefit more from the program?

· What is the role of upstream technologies, particularly biotechnology (hybrid and GMO seeds) in the program?

· What is the participation of the private sector in the program?

· What measures are taken by the program to ensure sustainability aspects are seriously considered?

Though the presentation and subsequent discussions clarified many aspects of the Program, participants noted that the program is quite silent about the issue of GMOs. 
d. GMOs - In Vietnam, GMO use has gone beyond pilot stage and has expanded to different parts of the country as indicated by several actual accounts by reporters, farmers and other people. It is expanding and it is not clear what effects on poor farmers will these bring, especially among ethnic people whose lives largely depend on local indigenous seeds for their cultivation. In the long term, GMOs have the potential to threaten the biodiversity in Vietnam. Some of the problems faced in Vietnam included the following:
· Low level of awareness and knowledge of people and the public about GMOs in view of lack of information translated into Vietnamese;
· Poor government mechanisms and structure to effectively play its role in GMO adoption; and 
· Strong push by some multinational corporations for GMO testing and spread without adequate transparency to the public.  
Although a legal framework exists for controlling GMO piloting and application in Vietnam through Decree 69, its implementation remains unclear.
In view of the above context, the SANRM WG responded by forming a sub-group on GMO. This sub-group is initiated by CARE, CGFED, SRD and others, and after series of meetings an action plan was formulated to increase awareness on GMOs in Vietnam. Furthermore, the sub-group and interested stakeholders organized and/or participated in the following GMO-related events:

	Date
	Events
	Organizer(s) 

	8 Aug 2012
	Workshop on GMO in Can Tho
	US Embassy, MARD

Can Tho Univ

	9 Aug 2012
	Workshop on GMO in Ho Chi Minh city
	

	14 Aug 2012
	Clear the Mist: What we need to know about GE for policy makers and scientists?
	CGFED & SRD co-organize
(speakers from PAN AP-Pesticide Action Asia Pacific)

	15 Aug 2012
	Clear the Mist: What we need to know about GE for NGOs & journalists?
	

	16 Aug 2012 – Morning
	Clear the Mist: What we need to know about GE for students & teachers at Thai Nguyen University?
	

	16 Aug 2012 – Afternoon
	Clear the Mist: What we need to know about GE for farmers from two communes in Pho Yen district, Thai Nguyen Province?
	


The subgroup, following its action plan, is preparing a booklet on GMO for public information and dissemination.  
Mapping of SANRM Actors
Guided by a template, this mapping is on-going and staff support is being provided by the NGO Centre. Completion of this mapping is expected by end of 2012, if not, early 2013, the latest.
MEMBERSHIP & STRUCTURE
Core Group: The original Core Group composed of five organizations is now enlarged to seven, namely: VECO, AAV, GRET, ECOECO, East Meets West, and CARE & Bread for the World. However the participation of ECOECO and East Meets West and AAV remain limited. Other NGOs/INGOs and actors are starting to participate in the WG’s activities, particularly on the discussion forums, which is an encouraging development.
Sub-Group on GMO: In response to issues and challenges posed by GMOs in Vietnam, the WG approved the formation of a Sub-group on GMO involving various organizations, such as CARE, SRD, RENEW/HDI, BFTW, and CGFED. Other organizations likewise participated in the activities of the sub-group following its action plan. More detailed discussions on this initiative have been presented above. 
FUTURE DIRECTIONS FOR 2013: Priorities
a. Organizing and hosting of discussion forums according to topics identified by members of the WG (e.g., post harvest, land rights, etc.) with invited speakers;
b. Mapping and inventory of who is doing what and where among the SANRM members;

c. Sharing sessions on innovative experiences and initiatives among WG members; 

d. Dialogues with government and stakeholders of SANRM on certain policies.
e. Implement the Action Plan of the GMO Sub-group

RECOMMENDATIONS
a. INGOs operating in Vietnam within the field of SANRM are replete with practical experiences inside and outside the country. These actors could provide added value to the formulation, programming and planning by appropriate Ministries on policies and programs sensitive and compliant with multiple measures of sustainable development – ecological, social, economic and environmental sustainability. More engaged participation by the SANRM Working Group members with pro-active solicitation by the Ministries is desirable. Examples of these topics and issues are GMOs, inclusive value chain development, and food safety, etc. 
b. The SANRM Working Group is a viable platform for the Government Ministries, particularly MARD & MONRE, to disseminate more quickly to civil society actors pertinent or new policies & pronouncements in rural and agricultural development. In this way, communication gap is narrowed and the civil society organizations are adequately guided in implementation of their programs and interventions in support of such policies and programs. There is enough room for the Ministries to optimize existence of the SANRM network 
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