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1. Introductions

2. Minutes of prior meetings

Thu Ha recommended that Core Group members should be active and support the note-taking task,  if so members will feel they are a part of the group, they can contribute and share the workload for chairman. WG should be more invested in keeping accurate and useful notes.

Thu Ha reviewed subgroup meeting output; work plan:  CARE proposed preparation of Draft booklet on GMO in combination with VUSTA book and others for awareness raising (use for discussion in SARM and other forum, distribution to other actors, farmers). Mechanism for effective working in GMO Subgroup. Amb Thai said VPDF and Mme. Binh are very keen to support GMO information tracking and distribution in Vietnam. How the larger NGO community can “oppose” GMOs in Vietnam.  Proposed action plan for GMO Subgroup.  

a. Draft booklet on GMO for raising awareness.  After drafting, will share with SANRM and finalize, decide on general distribution.

b. Work with mass media to inform the people about GMOs, and to share best practices among NGOs.  Promoting cross-sector communications among stakeholders.

The document is a draft, under discussion, not yet finalized.

Lan, BfdW:  no progress on proposal for action group based at VPDF.  CARE proposed to  change partners, maybe SRD (which is willing to take on the role).  Jan met with Amb Huynh at VPDF, want VPDF to be involved but VPDF does not have capacity to be main partner.  VPDF and SRD may form a group to implement together.  Amb Huynh agreed to discuss with his colleagues, report back to Jan with decision.

Margrit:  very important for VFPD to be actively involved, because they initiated this whole effort more than a year ago.  They are key to the process, they (Mme. Binh) can open doors that NGOs cannot.

Discussion of how BfdW’s funding can best be implemented, VFPD with another partner?  Mme. Binh and reputation are essential; but admin arm to effectively manage and implement is also critical.  Jan is moving in that direction.

3. SANRM Mapping update

Arthur, mapping of matrix, draft was circulated for comment, limited feedback so far.  Everyone should please respond.  Ms. Que complained that WV has too many programs to include; Eduardo pointed out that this is intended only to “inform” and summarize rather than to list every project.

4. Annual report – recommendation for the sector

Eduardo shared the annual report of SANRM. This report will be compiled with other 13 working group reports and the big one will be distributed at Consultative Group meeting in December. NGO Resource Centre will coordinate this task. The final report will be posted on NGORC website at  http://www.ngocentre.org.vn/webfm_send/4432
Eduardo asked participant to send recommendations/inputs (in bullet points) on October 29th. 

Caritas:  should we include a key message from the GMO Subgroup, to inform others of what we are doing?  because it becomes part of a larger document, eventually shared at the CG meeting.  Important to frame the issue, the message.  (Van Anh will be responsible for submitting the GMO input.)

Eduardo, Margrit:  what happens when NGOs leave?  Discussion with JICA, DANIDA, big stakeholders to present and talk about funding.

Next meeting: 7 December 

Notes taken by Thu Ha and Chuck Searcy

