Minutes of SANRM meeting 

Time: 9 am, 1st March, 2013

Venue: NGO Resource Centre

1. Reflection on the GMO Panel discussion:

1.1 Positive points:

· Chosed the right topic at the right time, opened opportunity for exchange of   thoughts in public audience

· Successful in attracting more than 100 participants from different organizations; it showed that the topic is gaining interests and popularity from more people

· Created two standpoints so that people can discuss the topic more openly, and have deeper and informed views

· Attracted the attention of  journalists who covered the event  and delivered positive news

· The absence of one of the speakers was addressed by showing a video of her speaking on the same topic.  

1.2 Shortcoming:

· The discussion missed some  central issues of GMO, such as, ownership, control and benefits of GMOs; the presentation focused  much on the technical aspects of the technology, which are usually the arguments of researchers and corporate interests. . . There are other issues equally important from the perspective of consumers and farmers that were not adequately discussed, such as human health, food safety certification, legal aspects to farmers who uses GMO seeds, and credit for farmers.  

· Speakers: Dr Vandana Shiva was unable to join the discussion due to domestic incident preventing her to make the travel to Hanoi; the presentation of Dr Dao The Anh was quite long and in text, a powerpoint presentation would have been better.

· Moderator: did not have a good handle on the content of the discussion; there was room to improve the method of moderation highlighting key points from presentations by speakers. Some persons from the audience took so much time talking and this was not managed well by the moderator. 

2. ”Safe management of GMO in Vietnam” film

· It’s a good film in Vietnamese, presenting  both positive and negative sides of GMOs. The film showed some footages of the GMO panel discussion

· The link of this film on Youtube to be shared with other members

· A question was raised to the body as to who would be ready to  fund dubbing of  English subtitle – attendees were not ready to answer this question.

3. Next topics for panel discussions

· A brainstorming was done and came-up with the following potential topics:

a. Organic/ecological products/agriculture

b. Land use rights/land for minority people

· Additional ideas will be solicited from SANRM-WG members. 

4. Membership

· Two organizations are applying for membership: Science Institure of Rural Development (SIRD) and Center for Community Socio-Economic and Environmental Development (CSEED).

5. Clarification from the Chair: The Guidelines of the Working Groups and the TOR of the SANRM-WG do not refer to any membership since the WG does not have legal status. The WG is open for participation in voluntary manner. The Chair will inform SIRD and CSEED about this rule accordingly.

Update database and mapping by JICA: Suggestion: Mapping as a term seems to attract less interest - change name of activity to: overview or updated information of NGOs to attract others or invite members to a meeting to fill up the form directly

6. Showing film “Bitter seed” and invite Dr. Shiva

· Suggestion: Film will be showed in Goethe Institute on June with the presence of Dr. Shiva and some other inter/national speakers. 

· Complete Vietnam subtitle before June 

7. Other issues

· Need a plan for working group in 2013: list of topics, plan to raise fund for events, the Chair will draft this for the next meeting

8. Next meeting

· May 3rd, Friday

· Proposed agenda: (a) Hosting of Dr.  Shiva’s visit; (b) Topic for next panel discussion, (c) Plan 2013.

Minute taken by Ms. Tran Huyen - VECO

