Sustainable Agriculture and Natural Resources Management Working Group (SANRM-WG)
Status Report, As of November 2011
Background

The former SANRM-WG conducted its last meeting on 21 September 2007 and became in-active since then. Sometime in mid-2011, a number of stakeholders have inquired with the NGO Resource Center and expressed their desire to have it revived in view of its relevance to the current and future situation and context of Vietnam. Driven by this intention, the Co-Director of the NGO Resource Center contacted organizations with interests on SANRM and sought their presence in a meeting to reactive the Working Group.

After having been in-active since 2007, the SANRM-WG was revived in its meeting of 05 August 2011.
Chair and Core Group

In the revival meeting of 05 August 2011, a new set of WG core members were elected as follows:

WG Chairperson: VECO Vietnam (Eduardo A. Sabio, Regional Representative in Vietnam)

Core Group Members: VECO Vietnam, Action Aid Vietnam, GRET, ECOECO, East Meet West, and Care International.
Goal and Objectives

Overall goal: Livelihood of natural resource-depended people is improved.

Objectives: 

a. To share SANRM information and experiences among its members, and 

b. To implement joint activities on identified strategic and practical issues to create venues for policy dialogues with relevant government and donor institutions/organizations.

Progress of Activities since Revival
Since its reactivation in August 2011, the activities of the WG and progress are as follows:

a. September 2011:
· First WG meeting on Sept 27 with 14 attendants representing 10 organizations. 
· Reviewed and finalized the draft TOR of the SANRM Working Group.
· Agreed on priority activities for Sept 2011-Dec 2012, as follows: (a) Mapping and inventory of who is doing what and where among the SANRM members; (b) Sharing of experiences sessions; and (c) Dialogues with government and stakeholders of SANRM on certain policies.

· Created a sub-WG to prepare the position paper for the National Target Program-New Rural Development (NTP-NRD) Workshop in Oct/Nov 2011.
b. October 2011:
· Held the second WG meeting on Oct 28 and due to small attendance (5 persons), the meeting was turned into an informal discussion. The next WG meeting was decided to be on Nov 18.

· Consolidated the inputs of some WG members into a SANRM Statement Document.

· The Chair was invited to serve as one of the panel discussants in the International Support Group Plenary Meeting 2011: Vietnam Towards the New Vision in Agriculture held in Hanoi last 26 October. In this plenary meeting, the Chair articulated the issues featured by its members in the SANRM Statement Document.
c. November 2011:

· Coordinated preparations for the participation of the WG in the forthcoming Workshop on “National Target Program on New Rural Development: Learning from Experiences” scheduled on November 9-10, 2011 in Hanoi. 

Plan for 2011-2012
Three priority tasks planned for Sept 2011-Dec 2012 by the WG are as follows:

a. Mapping and inventory of who is doing what and where among the SANRM members;

b. Sharing of experiences sessions; and 

c. Dialogues with government and stakeholders of SANRM on certain policies.

Preparation of the detailed plan of these tasks is schedule in the next WG meeting on November 18. 
Recommendations???????????
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