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I. BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES
From its revival in 2011, the SANRM-WG actively pursued its multiple activities in 2012, and continued to function throughout 2013. The goal and objectives of the SANRM-WG remained as follows:
Goal: Livelihood of natural resource-depended people is improved.

Objectives: 

a. To share SANRM information and experiences among its members, and 

b. To implement joint activities on identified strategic and practical issues to create venues for policy dialogues with relevant government and donor institutions/organizations.

II. ACTIVITIES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Working Group Meetings
From January to October 2013
, the WG organized and conducted four regular meetings and discussed various agenda items, such as: membership to the WG, GMO, agro-ecology, organic agriculture, post-harvest, learning forum, mapping of SANRM actors, land use rights, field experiences of INGOs/NGOs, and funding support to WG activities. At least 13 organizations were represented in these meetings, namely: VECO, Bread for the world, VSV-SVA, Seed to Table, CARE, NPA, AIT, CGFED, AIT-VN/EDS, Child Fund, Good Neighbors, SRD, and CSEED.
Learning Forums
In addition to the WG meetings, three following learning forums were conducted/planned:

a. Panel Discussion on “Genetic Engineering/GMO in Vietnam: Opportunities and Challenges.”
· A total of about 85 participants attended this discussion from 77 different organizations:
	Type of organizations
	Number of participants
	Number of organizations represented

	National Organizations
	40
	32

	International Organizations
	35
	35

	Mass Media
	10
	10

	Total
	85
	77


b. Consultation Workshop in Vietnam for a “Feasibility Study of a Regional Project Promoting Agro-Ecology in Grand Mekong Sub-region.”
· 30 participants were represented by 25 organizations:

	ACIAR*
	Hiep Thanh-Ecolink*
	SNV
	CASRAD*

	ADB
	ICRAF*
	SRD
	IAE/VASS*

	ADDA
	IRD / IWMI*
	VECO*
	IPSARD

	CCRD*
	IUCN
	VFPC160, VEG
	NOMAFSI

	CGFED
	Norwegian People AID
	World Vision
	SFRI

	CIRAD*
	Oxfam America
	
	SPERI 

	GIZ
	Seed to Table
	
	


*Those with asterisk marks (9 agencies) were presenters during this workshop.
c. Preparatory Meeting for Public Discussion and Learning Forum on “Organic Farming/Agriculture in Vietnam.”
· This meeting generated the following sets of information:

a. Overview of the organic farming/agriculture situation in Vietnam: Trends, issues, opportunities and challenges.

b. Rationale for Public Discussion and Learning Forum
c. What we expect to achieve in the Public Discussion and Learning Forum?
d. How to proceed in organizing the Public Discussion and Learning Forum on Organic Farming/Agriculture?
· Importantly, it was proposed in this meeting to form a Sub-group on Organic Farming/Agriculture whose members will comprise the:

a. Vietnam Organic Agriculture Association (VOAA)

b. Seed to Table
c. Private Sector- ITCA Global Company Limited
d. PGS Network, and 

e. VECO

d. Another topic for the learning forum is on the pipeline pending exploration of resource persons and speakers for the topic on “post-harvest issues and actions.”

Mapping of SANRM Actors
Guided by a template, this mapping of ongoing projects/programs in agriculture and rural development in Vietnam by the different INGOs and NGOs is still on-going as of this writing. 
III. MEMBERSHIP & STRUCTURE
Core Group: The seven Core Group organizations in 2012 continued on till 2013 composed of: VECO, AAV, GRET, ECOECO, East Meets West, and CARE & Bread for the World. However the participation of ECOECO and East Meets West and AAV remain limited. Other INGOs and NGOs have stepped-up their participation in the WG’s activities, particularly on the learning forums, which are very attractive to a wide spectrum of organizations.
Sub-Group on GMO: This sub-group has been very active in 2013. It has met several times outside of the WG meetings in preparing and coordinating the Panel Discussion itself, and subsequent activities, such as reflection meetings and planning for subsequent activities pertinent to GMO. For example, this subgroup has organized a field trip and video showing on “Genetic Engineering/GMOs in India: Bitter Seeds?’ which will be held on Nov 28-30, 2013.

Sub-group on Organic Farming/Agriculture: As mentioned above, a proposal by advocates of organic agriculture was made to form the corresponding sub-group. Formation of this group is yet to be formalized by the WG.






IV. FUTURE DIRECTIONS FOR 2014
The priority activities of the SANRM-WG for 2014 build on the gains and opportunities created by the previous year. These activities are not limited to the following since some initiatives evolve naturally in the current year as the WG carries-out its plan:
a. Organizing and hosting of discussion forums according to topics identified by members of the WG (e.g., organic agriculture, post-harvest, land rights, etc.) with invited speakers;
b. Mapping and inventory of who is doing what and where among the SANRM members;

c. Sharing sessions on innovative experiences and initiatives among WG members; 

d. Dialogues with government and stakeholders of SANRM on certain policies.
e. Implement the action plan of the GMO Sub-group

f. Form the Sub-group on Organic Agriculture and develop an action plan
� The WG has another meeting on Nov 15, 2013, the 5th meeting for 2013.







