Concept note

Consultation Workshop on Social Safeguards for REDD+ Implementation in Vietnam
Background

In December 2010, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) approved Decision 1/CP.16 in Copenhagen, which defines safeguards for REDD+. In December 2011, UNFCCC Decision 1/CP.17 was approved in Durban, reaffirming the importance of REDD+ safeguards and requests all developing countries undertaking REDD+ actions to report against the safeguards in the future. The safeguards address a broad range of social and environmental concerns ranging from biodiversity conservation to forest people’s rights together with the goals to avoid displacement of emissions and reversals of emissions reductions (see Textbox 1). 

	The UNFCCC safeguards for REDD+: 

1) National policy coherence and consistency with the objectives of relevant international conventions and agreements

2) Transparent and effective national forest governance structures

3) Respect for the knowledge and rights of indigenous peoples and members of local communities

4) Full and effective participation of relevant stakeholders, in particular, indigenous peoples and local communities

5) Conservation of natural forests and biological diversity

6) Actions to address the risks of reversals

7) Actions to reduce displacement of emissions


The Government of Viet Nam (GoV) has taken on a pioneering role in capacity-building for undertaking REDD+ actions with assistance by multilateral agencies and international donors. Vietnam may be among the countries in the world that are closest to the development of a national REDD+ Program. In addition, the GoV, multilateral agencies, donors, international organizations and civil society organizations have initiated efforts to assist local communities and governments to build capacity for sub-national implementation of REDD+ actions. Now is the time to develop REDD+ safeguards in Vietnam in order to achieve three goals: 

(1) Inform the (design,) implementation and first evaluations of Vietnam’s emerging REDD+ Program to ensure that environmental and social issues are considered in a proactive manner.

(2) Develop a mechanism for monitoring, reporting and verification on how safeguards are addressed, and what outcomes have been achieved.

(3) Take advantage of safeguard development to establish an inclusive forum for broad-based consultation and disclosure of information.

The climate change working group (CCWG) is a coalition of international and national non-government organizations (NGO) working to facilitate information sharing, capacity building and coordination among NGOs in Vietnam and between NGOs and government in relation to climate change responses. 

Objectives and contents of the workshop
In response to the need to develop for REDD+ safeguards in Vietnam, the mitigation subtheme of CCWG, coordinated by RECOFTC – the Center for People and Forests and CCRD – the Center for Rural Communities Research & Development, is holding a consultation workshop to identify issues that need to be taken into consideration in developing social safeguards for REDD+ in Vietnam.

Objectives of the workshop:
· Raise awareness of the participants on REDD+ basics and related issues

· Develop key advocacy messages for development of social safeguards for REDD+ implementation in Vietnam

Participants: around 35 participants to the workshop will come from Vietnamese and international NGOs and government organizations (in Hanoi and neighboring provinces)
Time: from 8:30 to 16:45 on Friday, 14 September 2012

Location: Center for Women and Development (CWD), 20 Thuy Khue Street, Hanoi 

Tentative contents of the workshop: 

	Time
	Activities
	Responsible

	08:30 – 09:00
	Opening

· Welcome from CCWG and Southern Voice project
· Introduction of WS objective and contents

· Introduction of participants
	CARE/ CCRD/ RECOFTC

	09:00 – 10:30
	Introduction to REDD+ 
	RECOFTC

	10:30 – 10:45
	Tea break
	

	10:45 – 12:00
	Key issues in REDD+
REDD+ process in Vietnam
	RECOFTC/ VNFOREST

	12:00 – 13:30 
	Lunch break
	

	13:30 – 14:00
	Introduction to REDD+ safeguards
Introduction to breakout group
	RECOFTC

	14:00 – 15:30
	Breakout group
	

	15:30 – 15:45
	Tea break
	

	15:45 – 16:30
	Group presentation and discussion
	

	16:30 – 16:45
	Conclusion and closing
	RECOFTC/ CCWG


