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Born in 1940, in Negeri Sembilan, Salleh had his early education in Tuanku Muhammad Secondary School and later the Royal Military College at Port Dickson until 1960. He was a Senior Under Officer of G company and won the Director of Studies Prize in 1960.  He obtained a Colombo Plan Scholarship to study Forestry in Adelaide (1961 to 1962) and later at the Australian Forestry School (AFS), Canberra, after which he obtained a B.Sc (Forestry) from Adelaide University and a Diploma of Forestry from AFS. He started his professional career undertaking forest inventory and became Director of the Forest Inventory Unit of the Forestry Department, Peninsular Malaysia. He followed a 13 month course in photo-interpretation in the Netherlands, after which he led the first ever national forest inventory for Peninsular Malaysia. Salleh was awarded a UNDP fellowship to study for his Masters at Michigan State University in the United States followed by a Federal Government scholarship to study for his Ph.D.
Salleh was instrumental in establishing The Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) in 1991. Salleh is active in the Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) to which he was first elected President in 1978 until 2006, and reelected as President in 2006 until 2008. He now sits on MNS Council as Immediate Past President. MNS won the Inaugural Merdeka Award in 2008 for its efforts in conserving the Belum Temengor Forest. He was also Secretary General, Vice President and now sits as Council member of the Academy of Sciences Malaysia. Internationally, Salleh was the first President of the International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) from outside Europe and America in 100 years history of the organization. 
After retirement, Salleh formed TropBio Forest Sdn Bhd and Tree Care Sdn Bhd for consultancy work on forest management and forest inventory. Salleh has undertaken numerous projects on forest inventory and forest management planning in Sabah and Peninsular Malaysia.
Salleh currently sits on Sultan Mizan Antarctica Research Foundation as Council Member. He also is Deputy Chairman of the National Bioethics Council and member of NanoMalaysia. In 2008, he was the Chief Executive Officer for the World Endurance Championship 2008. From March until June 2009, Salleh was appointed as the Programme Manager by Transparency International (Malaysia Chapter) to undertake an initial study on corruption in forestry and logging practices in Malaysia. 
Salleh has won the Inaugural Langkawi Award for Environment, the National Science Award, the ASEAN Award for Environmental Conservation, the Inaugural MFRDB Award, the prestigious Tun Razak Award and has been awarded “Datoships” by the Federal Government, the Sultan of Terengganu and The Yang DiPertuan Besar of Negeri Sembilan, a “Dato Seri” by the Sultan of Perak and a “Tan Sri” by the Federal Government. 
Contact: E-mail: salleh.mohdnor@gmail.com 
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