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Diva Hong Nhung urges the Vietnamese public not to consume rhino horn, to help 
stop the killing of rhinos in South Africa 

 
Hanoi, November 5, 2014, Education for Nature – Vietnam (ENV) has released its latest public service 
announcement (PSA), featuring diva Hong Nhung urging the public not to consume rhino horn to help 
stop the killing of rhinos in South Africa.  
 
During a fact-finding mission in South Africa in September 2014, Hong Nhung and other members of 
the Vietnamese delegation witnessed first-hand the crisis facing South Africa’s rhinos. The daily 
massacre of the critically endangered animals continues to be fueled by consumer demand for rhino 
horn in Vietnam and other countries. Rhino horn is mainly used as a status symbol, and is also 
considered a magic medicine to cure various ailments and even cancer.  
 
During the trip, Hong Nhung 
visited Kruger National Park, 
which has already lost at least 
581 rhinos so far this year. 
Sadly, yet tragically 
unsurprisingly, the group 
discovered another victim of 
rhino poaching right in the heart 
of the park. The new PSA 
documents the discovery of the 
rhino by Hong Nhung and the 
team; bloated and bloody with its 
horn and ear hacked off (to 
prove the authenticity of the 
horn), the majestic animal has 
been left to rot by a stream. 
Struck by the brutality of the scene and now fully understanding the reality of the rhino horn trade, diva 
Hong Nhung sends an urgent message to the Vietnamese public, encouraging them not to use rhino 
horn.  
 
“Every day, 3 rhinos are slaughtered in South Africa to meet the consumer demand for rhino horn in 
countries like Vietnam. Rhino horn is neither a magic medicine nor a status symbol. In fact, rhino horn 
is made from a form of keratin, similar to buffalo horn. Join me, Hong Nhung, to bring an end to this 
senseless killing. Do not buy or use rhino horns”, says Hong Nhung.  
 
In 2010, Vietnam’s last rhino was killed for its horn, yet unfortunately today it is still believed to be one 
of the largest rhino horn consumer markets in the world.  
 
“ENV has been working across a broad front to reduce rhino horn consumption in Vietnam. This PSA 
will show the Vietnamese public the shocking truth about the plight of the world’s rhinos, so that they 
may see how the consumer demand for rhino horn in Vietnam has been driving the cruel slaughter, 
and feel that it is up to them to end this massacre before it is too late,” says Vu Thi Quyen, Executive 
Director of ENV. “The ‘rhino war’ can only be successful if the Vietnamese people join the fight for 
rhinos. We need to address consumption head-on, making people aware that the act of using rhino 
horn is exterminating a majestic species and fueling criminal networks”, she adds. 
 
This PSA is the third film to be released this year by ENV, and the 22nd PSA ENV has produced to 
date, as part of ENV’s long-term campaign to reduce consumer demand for products made from 
endangered wildlife species. The PSA will be broadcast on both national and provincial TV channels in 
the coming months. 
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ENV gratefully acknowledges the Rhinose Foundation and Save the Rhino for their valuable support in 
producing this PSA.  
 
ENV especially wishes to demonstrate our gratitude to the VTV pcd for their hard work in producing 
this PSA, and also wishes to thank national and provincial TV channels, VTV Cab, An Vien TV, and 
VTC Digital for committing to air the film, enabling this important message to reach millions of 
members of the Vietnamese public across the country.  
 
The PSA with English subtitles can be watched online at http://youtu.be/GwiBAXoXE_E  
 
More details about ENV’s campaign to bring an end to the killing of rhinos can be found at 
http://www.envietnam.org/index.php/what-we-do/env-species-focused-campaigns/bring-an-end-to-the-
killing-of-rhinos  
 
For more information, please contact: 
Communications and Public Awareness Department 
Education for Nature Vietnam (ENV) 
Room 1701 (17th floor), Block 17T5, Hoang Dao Thuy Street, Hanoi, Vietnam 
Tel: +844 6281 5424            
Email: communication.env@gmail.com  
Website: www.envietnam.org  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EducationforNatureVietnam 
 
 

About Education for Nature – Vietnam (ENV) 
 
Education for Nature - Vietnam (ENV) was established in 2000 as Vietnam’s first non-governmental 
organization focused on the conservation of nature and protection of the environment. Our mission is 
to foster greater understanding amongst the Vietnamese public about the need to protect nature and 
wildlife. We employ creative and innovative strategies to influence public attitudes and mobilize 
Vietnamese citizens to live in balance with the natural world. We work closely with government 
partners to strengthen policy and legislation and directly support enforcement efforts in the protection 
of endangered species of national, regional and global significance. 
 

ENV’s strategic approach to tackling the illegal wildlife trade 
 
ENV focuses its activities on three major program areas that comprise ENV’s integrated strategic 
approach for addressing illegal wildlife trade. These include: 

 Reducing consumer demand for wildlife products through investment in a long-term and sustained 
effort to influence public attitudes and behavior. 

 Strengthening enforcement through direct support and assistance to law enforcement agencies, 
and mobilizing active public participation in helping combat wildlife crime. 

 Working with policy-makers to strengthen legislation, close loopholes in the law, and promote 
sound policy and decision-making relevant to wildlife protection. 
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